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DOCTRINE OF ETERNAL 
| Eleition and Repzobation. 


© Unfolded and Explained. ; 


oF cCHAF' 
That there #s & Reprobation. 


N my Diſcourſe upon this Subject, 1 ſhall ſtudy as mnch Brevity as Clearneſs and: 


ty of thoſe that ſhall take the pains to read my Labours. -- And though I might 


firſt of which I ſhall gather out of the Ninth of the Romans, from that diſcourſe 
of the Apoſtle's touching the Children of the Fleſh, and the Children of the Promiſe. 
1. Atthe beginning of this Chapter, we find the Apoſtle grievoully lamenting and 


Gaith he, andlie not, my Conſcience alſo bearing me witneſs in the Holy Ghoſt, that *T have great 
= beavineſs, and continual ſorrow in my Heart ; Fr I could wiſh my ſelf accurſed from Chriſt, for 
my Brethrew, my Kinſmen according to the Fleſh: Poor hearts, faith h*, they will Periſh , 
they are a miſerable {ad and helpleſs People ; their eyes are darkned that they may not ſee (a ) 
and thew back is bowed down alway : Wherefore? Have they not the means of Grace? Yes 
verily, and that in goodly meaſure: Firſt they are -[ſralites, to whom pertaineth the Adoption, 


Why faith he, though they be the Children of Abraham accord ing to-the Fleſh, yet they 
_ are the Children of Abraham BUT according to the Fleſh : For they are not all Iſrael ( in the 
beſt ſence ) that are of Iſrael ; neither becauſe they are the Seed bf Abrabam, are they Children 
but in Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be called. That is, They that arethe Children of the Fleſh, they 
are not the Children of God ; but: the Children of the Promiſe ſhall be counted tor the 
Seed; So then, here you ſee, that they that are only. the, Children of the Fleſh ( as the 


greateſt part 0 


FA. 


Edification will allow me z not adding words to ' make the Volumn ſwell, but 
contracting my ſelf within the bounds of few Lines, for the profit and commcdi-- 


' abundantly multiply Arguments for the Evincing and Vindicating this Concluſi- 
on, yet I ſhall content my ſelf with ſome few Scripture Demonſtrations : The 


bemoaning of the Jews, at the conſideration of their miſerable ſtate:. 7 ſay the truth-in Chriſt, 


and the Golry, and the Promiſes ; whoſe are the Fathers, and of whom, as concerning the fleſh, 
Chriſt came, who is over all, God bleſſed for ever, Amen. What then ſhould be the reaſon ? 


Iſrael were ) they are thoſe thar are neither counted for-the Secc,, the Ry - 
rea 2 
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2 Election and Reprobation oY 
dren of Promiſe, nor the Children of God 4 but are RejeQted, and of the Reprobation 
This therefore ſhall at this time ſerve forthe firſt Scripture-Demonſtration. a Rom, | 
11, 1 ©, , CY A : ; 
| 2, Another Scripture you have in the Eleventh Chapter of this Epiſtle, from theſe words 
f ( b ) The EleFion have obtained it, andthe REST were blinded. Theſe words were ſhedding 
{ words, they ſever between Men and Men; theEleQion, the Reſt ; the Choſen, the Left ; 
i the Embraced, the Refuſed : The EleFion bave obtained it, andthe REST were blinded: By 
Reft here, muſt needs be underſtogd thoſe not EleQ, becauſe ſet one in oppaſition to the 

other; and ifnotEle&, what then but Reprobate ? b Rom? 11. Ink i Ok. 

3. A third Scripture is that in the A&#s vf the Apoſtles ( ©) And as many as were ordained. 
to Eternal Life, bclieved : And as many; by theſe words, as by the former, you may ſee 
how the Holy Ghoſt diſtingutſheth or divideth between Men and Men ; the Sons, and the 
Sons of Adam : As many as were Ordained td Eternal Life, Believed: If by many here, we 
are to underſtand every individual, then not only the whole World muſt at leaſt helieve 
the Goſpel, of which we ſee the moſt fall ſhort, but they muſt be Ordained to Eternal Life ; 
which other Scriptures contradict : for there is the Reſt, beſides the Ele, the Stubble 
and Chaft, as well as Wheat : Many therefore muſt here include but ſome ; for though 1ſreel 
Le as the ſand cf the-Sea, & REMNANT /hall be Saved, © AG, 13. 48. Iſa. 1, 9. & 10. 22, 
23. Rom. 9. 27. | | SI 

I might hers multiply many other Texts, but in the mouth of two or three Witneſſes 
ſhall every word be cſtabliſhed : Let theſe therefore for this, ſuffice to prove, that there is | * 
a Reprobation:; For this 1 ſay, Though the Children of the Fleſh, the Reſt beſides the EleRti- | 
on, and the like, were not mentioned in the Word; 'yet ſeeing there-is ſuch a thing as the | 7 
Children of the Promiſe, the Seed, the Children of God, and the like, :and/that too under 
ſeveral other phraſes, as Predeſtinated, Foreknown, Choſen in Chriſt, and written in | .\ 
the Book of Life, and appointed unto Life, with many others : I ſay, ſeeing theſe things | 1 
are thus apparent, it is without doubt, that there is ſuch a thing as a Repfobation alſo. 
Rem. 8. Epheſ. 1. 3,4. 1 Theſ. 5.9. _ ; 235d 

Nay further, From the very word Election, it followeth vnavoidably-; for whether:youl 
take it asrelating to this, of diſtinguiſhing between Perſons as touching the world tacorhe, 
or with reference to Gods Acts of chooſing thisor that Man to thisor that Oftce,, Werk'6H 
Employmentin this World, it ſtill ignifieth ſuch a chooſing, as that but ſome'aretherein 
concerned, and that therefore ſome are thence exctuded : Are all the Fleet," the-Seod;. the -þþ «1 


Saved, the Veſſels of Mercy, the Choſen and Peculiar? Are notſome( yea the molt Jthe | 
Children of the Fleſh, the Reſt, the Loſt, the Veilels of Wrath, of Diſhonovx,. afd'rke 
Children of Perdition ? Rom, 11. 9. 3 Pet. 2.%,g. Mat. 10.16, 2 $4.6, 2,- Pſal,.83 | ( 
/ 67,68. John 15.16, 2 Cor. 4. 3. Rom.g.21, 22. John 17. 12, 1 00140-72799). 0 . 
|| — a... >; 4 
What, REPROBATION:s. | 

Aving thus ſhewed you that there js ſich a thing as a Reptobation, 1 come tow toſhews | * ( 
you what itis; Which that I may d5to your Edificatton, I ſhall irſtſhew you what | 

Lis word Reprob.tion fignitieth in 11.6 gencral, as it concerneth Perſons temporary and: 
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"thoie ( and thoſe anily ,) that paſs rhraugh! 
- Gods Ele&; thoſe, bay, miſs the 
"al, who areFore-Apt | 


L 4 on hid hold upon-then, —_ wit, 


nlly ore qparioati, Asit concerneth Perſons tat ie Eder 


"(a it £ TP ww Perf tempotary and rikbly K probate, 
be'R Dilpproved;Void Any nn me, ved, Oe. Tobe 
| dhe erp & Ep ng sronching. the Faith a1 

dgmgtt inthe Myſteries of theKingdom.z a manifeſt roken they arevRe 
henc T4 chat theyare faid to beR hae or Void of l 
probate or Void of: Judgment ev 


ery good Roe h 
i arch are alſo £1d ras Reje elther as to Fal th or 


outthe Grace of God ;_ Vet it.is gs Cao theſe ( hon the pt 
approved ) through the bleſſed ads and diſpenſations of-Grace, reg become-vic 
— , but alſo Saved iy _ ee ns who now » cxamiriiy 
cerning-Faith, d mfſeif, though- under Profeſſion pen wa may ter 
that; he ſeeing kis wotul ſtate, 'not only crytsGod for Mercy, SES 
Mercy to help in time of need ? Though UY that for the moſt, - | 
fulfilled -on them, 
But to paſs this, and more particularly to ronch the- Eternal lnvigble Keprobation; 
which I fhall thus "hold forth : It's robe paſſed by in,or leftout of, "Gods EleQtion; yet 


Firſt, The A@ of Gods EleQtion. 

Secondly, The Negative of that AR. 

Thirdly, 'The Perſons reached by that Negative.” And, 

'Fourthly, "Their qua fication when thus reached by it: - 

For the beſt, This A&of God in-Ele@ing, it is'a Choaktggo? Fore: Apppdlaathgyer ſorn> 
Infallibly wato Eternal-Life, *whictihe all) hath deterniined ſhall be brought to. paſs by 


' fo, as conſidered. Upright+ In whichPolition, you havertheſe a conſiderable: 


-the meanstht flivold te mace manifoſt and efficacious gait Baer 1:34, 5- 


1 Pet. 2. 0% height of 

Secondly \ Now-the Negativevfthis Aft, -invpaing by; dra leaving Fithoſa( fot con- 
cerned inns A&; alcaving of them, 1 fay;- without the' bounds; and fo che-ſaving Privi- 
ledges cfthis Aft: as it followerh by natural conſequence ; that becauſe a man chooſerh 
'bur ſome, therefore he chooſeth not all, but ke rhe Negative of that AQ, a IJ 
whatſoever: Wherefore as 1 hid: hptore;] thoſe not cdncamed withingthis-Blefſed AR, 
are cnn the Reft, beſides the Election : The Eled10n bath Obtagyagety"and the REST were 
Blinde WP : 

Thirdly, The Perſons then that are contained under thatcative of this AR, they are 
this wicked Wl without the Saving Grace of 
| Holy Faith, Whuct they inte are! left with- 


deredmndl £ whey this. Ao Reprobati- 


"And now for the quali EY TE | 
This is Evident, 


2 Election and Reprobation 


dren of Promiſe, nor the Children of God ; but are Rejected, and of the Reprobation - 


"This therefore ſhalt at this time ſerve for the firſt Scripture-Demonſtration. a Rom, 
11, 10, : 

2, Another Scripture you have in the Eleventh Chapter of this Epiſtle, irom theſe words 
( b) The Ele@ion have obtatned it, and the REST were blinded. Theſe words were ſhedding 
words, they ſever between Men and Men; theElcQtion, the Reſt ; the Choſen, the Left ; 
the Embraced, the Refuſed : The EleFion bave obtained it, andthe REST weve blinded: By 
Reſt here, muſt needs be underſtood thoſe not Ele&, becauſe ſet one in oppaſition to the 
other; and ifnot Ele&, what then but Reprobate ? b Rom, 11. 7. | | 

3. Athird Scripture is that in the A&s of the Apoſtles ( c ) And as many as were ordained 
ro Eternal Life, bclieved : And as many; by theſe words, as by the former, you may ſee 
how the Holy Ghoſt diſtingutſheth or divideth between Men and Men ; the Sons, and the 
Sons of Adam : As many as were Ordained to Eternal Life, Believed - If by many here, we 
a1e to underſtand every individual, then not only the whole World muſt at leaſt believe 
the Goſpel, of which we ſee the moſt fall ſhort, but they muſt be Ordained to Eternal Life; 
which other Scriptures contradit : for there is the Relt, beſides the Elect; the Stnbblc 
and Chaft, as well as Wheat : any therefore muſt here include but ſome; fur thenigh 7jrael 
le as the ſand cf theSea, a REMNANT /hall be Saved, © AG, 13. 48. Iſa. 1,9, &10. 22, 
23. KomM. ge 27. | 

I might heed multiply many other Texts, but in the mouth of two or three Witneſſes 
ſhall every word be cſtabliſhed : Let theſe therefore for thus, ſuffice to prove, that there is 
a Reprobation ; For this I ſay, T hough the Children of the Fleſh, the Reſt beſides the EleRtt- 
on, and the like, were not mentioned in the Word ; yet ſecing there is ſuch a thing as the 
Children of the Promiſe, the Seed, the Children of God, and thelike, and that too under 
ſeveral] other phraſes, as Predeſtinated, Foreknown, Choſen 1a Chriſt, and written in 
the Book of Life, and appointed unto Life, with many others : I ſay, ſeeing theſe things 
are thus apparent, it is without doubt, that there is ſuch a thing as a Reprobation alſo, 
Rem. 8. Epheſ. 1. 3,4. 1 The. 5.9. ; 

Nay further, From the very word EleQtion, it followeth unavoidably ; for whether you 
take it asrelating to this, of diſtinguiſhing between Perſons as touching, the world tacome, 
or with reftrence to Gods Acts ot chooſing thisor that Man to this or that Office, Work 6r 
Employment in this WorJd, it ſtill fignifieth ſuch a chooting, as that but ſome are thereja 


concerned, and that therefore ſome are then exctuded + Are all the Elect, the Seed, the - 


Saved, the Veilcls of Mercy, the Choſea and Peculiar? Are notſome( yea the moſt ) the 
Children of the Fleſh, the Reſt, the Loſt, the Veilels of Wrath, of Diſhonour, and rhe 
Children of Perdition? Rom. 11.9. 3 Pet. 2.*,5. at. 10.16, 2 $43.6, 2:, Pal. 78, 
67,68. Joon 15.16, 2 Cer. 4. 3, Rom. g.21, 22, Jobn 17. 12. 


CHAT. 14 
What REPROBATION #. 
Aving tlins ſkewed you that there 1« C1ch a thing as a Peprotiction, 1 come nave to ſhew 


you what It is; Whuch that I may > to your Edificatiop, T ſhall firit ſkew you what 
Lis word Reprob tia itgnitieth 1 11.6 gentral, 354m concerneih Perſons remporary and 


viſibly 
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Tafolded and Explained. | IS 


| viſibly Reprobate: Secondly more particular, As it concerneth Perſons that are Etcr- 


nally and Inviſibly Reprobate. 

Firſt generally, As it concerneth Perſons temporary and vilibly Reprobate, thus : To 
be Reprobare, is to bg Diſapproved, Void of judgment, and Rejefted, &'c. To be Diſap- 
proved, that is, when the Word condemns them, either as touching the Faith or the Holi- 
neſs of the Goſpel; the which they muſt needs be, thar are void of Spiritual and —_— 
Judgment in the Myſteries of the Kingdom ; a manifeſt roken they are Rejected. A 
hence it is, that they are ſaid to beReprobare or Void of Judgment concerning the Faith z 
Reprobate or Void of Judgment touching every good Work; having a reprobate mind, 
to do thoſe things that are not convenient, either as to Faith or Manners ; And hence it 
iSagain, that they are alſo ſaid to be Rejected of God, Calt away, and the like, 2Cor.1 3.6, 
7.2Tim.3.8. Tit.1.16. Rom.1.28, Jer.6.30. 1Coy.9. 

I call this Temporary Viſible Reprobation, becauſe theſe appear, and are detedted by 
the Word as ſuch, that are found under the above-named Errors, and ſo adjudged with- 
out the Grace of God : Yet it is poſlible for ſome of theſe ( however for the preſent diſ- 
approved ) through the bleſſed afts and diſpenfations of Grace, not only to become viti- 

ble Saints, but alſo Saved for ever : Who doubts but that he, who now by examining him- 
ſelf concerning Faith, doth find himſelf, though under Profeſſion, Gracleſs; may after 
that, he ſeeing his woful ſtate, not only cry to God for Mercy, but find Grace, and obtain 
Mercy to help in time of need ? Though *ris true, that for the moſt part, the contrary is 
fulfilled on them. | 

But to paſs this, and more particularly to touch the Eternal Inviſible Reprobation ; 
which I ſhall thus hold forth : Ir is to be paſſed by in, or left out of, Gods Election; yet 
ſo, as conſidered Upright : In which Poſition, you have theſe four things conſiderable; 

Firſt, The Ac of Gods Election. 

Sccondly, The Negative of that Act. 

Thirdly, The Perſons reached by that Negative. And, 

Fourthly, Their qualification when thus reached by it. 

For the firſt, This A& of God in Ele@ing, it is a Chooſing or Fore-Appointing of ſom: 
Infallibly unto Eternal Life, which he alſo hath determined ſhall be brought to paſs by 
the means that ſhould be made manifcſt and efficacious to that very end. Ephef. 1. 3,4, 5. 
1 Fe.-3. i. | { 

Secondly, Now the Negative of this AR, is, @ paſſing by, or a leaving of thoſe not con- 
cerned in this Act; aleaving of them, I ſay, without the bounds, and fo the ſaving Privi- 
ledges cfthis Act: as it followeth by natural conſequence z that becauſe a man chooſerh 
bur ſome, therefore he chooſeth not all, but leaverh, as the Negative of that AR, all others 
whatſoever: Wherefore as I ſaid hbetore, thoſe not concamed within this Bleſſed Att, 
are _— the Reft, beſides the Eleion : The Ele&ion hath Obtained #t, and the REST were 
Blmacd. | 

Thirdly, The Perſons then that are contained under thgNegative of this AR, they arg 
thaie ( and thoſe only ) that paſs through this wicked Wyrld without the Saving Grace of 
Gods Elect ; thoſe, I ſay, that miſs the moſt Holy Faith, Fhich they inte are bleſt with- 
al, who are Fore-Appointed unto Glory. | : 

And now for the qualification they were conſidered undgr, when this A@ of Reprobati- 


This is Evideat, 


\ on laid hoid upon Them, to wit, They were conſidered Upright:: 


B Fir” » 
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Firſt, From this Conſideration, that Reprobation is Gods AA, even the Negative of 
ef his Chooſing or EleQing ;z and none of the Atsof God makeany man a Sinner, 

It is further evident from the ſfimilitude that is taken from the carriage of the Potter( 4 ) 
in his making of his Pots ; for by this compariſon the God of Heayen is pleaſed to ſhew 
unto us the nature of his determining in the a&t of Reprobation :. Hath not the Potter Pow- 
ar over the Clay, of the ſame lump? &c. Conlider a little, and you ſhall ſee that theſe three 


d Roma: 9g. 2'. 

1, Adectermination in his own mind what Pot to make of this.or that piece of Clay , 
a determination, I fay,, precedent to the faſhion of the Pot ; the whichis true in the high- 
elt degree, in him that 1s excellent in working ; he determines the end, before the begin- 
ing -_ perteted: For this very purpoſe have. 1 Raiſed thee up, Iſa. 41.22. and 46. 1c, 
Exod. 9. 16. | 

2. Fhe next thing conſiderable in the Potter, it is the [ſo] making of the Pot, even | 
as hedetermined; a Veſlel to Honour, or a Veſſel to Diſhonour : There is no confuſion | 
er diſappointment under the hand of this Erernal God, his work is perfe&, and every 
way doth anſwer to what he hath determined. Deut. 32. 4. 


things do neceſlarily fall in, to compleat the Potters aQtion in every Pot he- makes : | 


' 
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3. Obſerve again, That whether the Veſle] be to honouror to diſhonour, yet the Pot- ! 


ter makes. it Good, Sound, and fit for Service;, his fore-determining to make this a 
Veſſel to diſhonour, hath no perſwaſion at all with him to break or mar the Pot : Which 
very thingdoth well reſemble the ſtate of man, as under the AQ of Eternal Reprobation, 
for God made man upright, Eccleſ. 7. 29. 
From theſe Concluſions then, Conlider, 
r. 'Ehat the. ſimple a& of Reprabation, it is leaving or paſſing by, not a Curſing of 
the Creature, 

2.. Neither doth this a& alienate the Heart of God from the Reprobate, nor tie him up. 
fFom Loving, Favouring, or Bleſſing of him; no, not from Bleſſing of him with the Gift 
of. Chriſt, of Faith, of Hope, and many other Benefits: lt only denieth them that Benefit 
that will infallibly- bring them to Eternal Life, and that in deſpite of all Oppoſition ; 
it.only denieth fo to Bleſs them as the Ele& themſelves are Bleſled: Abrahams loved all 
the Children he had by all his Wives, and gave them Portions alſo ;. but his choice Bleſſing, 
as the fruit of his chiefeſt Love, be reſerved for Choſen Iſaac, Gen.25.1,2,34445,6. 

Laſtly, The aCt of Reprobation doth harm tono man, neither means. him any; nay, it 
rather- decrees, him Upright, lets: him be: made Upright, and- ſo be turned into the 
World, 


CHAP. II. 
Of the Antiquity of REPROBA TION. 


" T Aving now proceeded fo far as to ſhew you what Reprobation 15, it will not be amiſs, 

: Þ ifin this place I briefly ew you its Antiquity,, even when it. began its riſe; the 
which you may: gather by theſe following particulars. R : 

I. Reprebation is before thePerſon:cometh into the World, or hath done. Good or = : I: 

'his 


| 


\ 


Explained and Unfolded. 7 


This is evident by that of Pau] to the Romans (e ) For the Children being not yet born, nei 
ter baving done any good or evil, that the purpoſe of God, according to Eledion, might ſtand, 
it was ſutd unto Rebecca, The. Elder ſhould ſerve the Younger : Here you find twain in the Mo- 
thers Womb, and both receiving their deſtiny, not only before they had Gone Good or 
Evil, but before they.were in a Capacity to doit, they being yetunborn; their deſtiny, 
I ſay, the one unto, the other not unto the Bleſſing of Eternal Life; the one Choſe, the 
other Kef.:{cd ; the one EleR, the other Reprobate : The ſame alſo might be ſaid of //bma- 
el and his Brother 1ſaa:, both which did alſo receive their deſtiny before they came into 
the World: for the Promiſe that this 7ſaac ſhould be the Heir, it was alſo before Jhmacl. 
was born, though he was elder by fourtcen years, or more, than his Brother. e &.m1.g.. 
I1. Gen.i5.4,5. @ :6.4,5,16. & 179.25. @ 21.5. And it is yet further evident. 

1. Becauſe EleGion is an Act of Grace; There 1s a Remnant according to the Eledion of 
Gr.ce(f Which Ac of Grace ſaw nc way io fit to diſcover its Purity and Independency, as 
by faſtening on the Obzzct before it came into the World ; that being the State in which: 

at, no good was done, either to procure good from God, or to eclipſe and darxen 
this precious Act of Grace : For though *tis true, that no #z90d thing that we have done: 
before Converſion, can obtain the Grace of EleQion ; yet the Grace of Election then ap-- 
peareth moſt, when it preventsour doing good, thit we might be loved therefore-: where- 


v 


' fore he ſaith again, 7 hat the purpoſe of God according to Election, might ſtand, not of Werks, 


but of bim that calleth;, it was ſaid unto her, The Flier ſhall ſerve the Younger. f Rom. 11.5, 

2, This is moſt agreeable to the nature of the Promiſe of giving ſeed to Airaham ;; 
which Promiſe, as it was made before the Child was conceived, fo it was fulfilled at the 
beſt time, for the diſcovery of the Act of Grace, that could have been pitched upon = At 
this time wil! I come, faith God, aud Sarah ſhall hav: a Son: Which Promiſe, becauſe it car- 
cied in its Bowels the very Grace of Ele&ing Love, therefore it left. out Jhmael, with the 
Children of Ketura'”; For im Iſaac ſhall thy Seed be ca/led. Rom. 4.16,17,18, 19. & 9g. 9: 

3. This was the bit and fitteſt way for the Decrees to receive ſound bottom, even for- 
God both to chocſ? and-refuſe, before the Creature had done zood or &fl, and fo before 
they came into the World : That the purpoſe of God according to Eledttion, might ſtand, ſaith. 
he; therefore before the Childre;r were yet br, or had done any goed or evil, it was. ſaid unto- 
ber, &c, Gods De:rec would tor ever want foundation, ſhould it depend art all upon the: 
goodneſs ang holineſs either of Men or Angels ; eſpecially if it were to ſtand upon that. 
good that 13 wrought before Converſion, yea, or after Converiion cither; We find by 
daily experience how hard anddifficult ir is, for even tae Hohielſt in the World, to bear up: 
and maintain their Faith and Love to God; yea ſo hard, as nor. at all to doit, without: 
continual ſupplies fromHeaven : How then 15 it poſſivle for any fo to carry.it before God.. 
as to lay by. this his Holineſs a foundation for Election, as to maintain rhat foundation, 
and there"y to procure all thoſe Graces that infallibly ſaveth the Sinner ? But now the: 
choice, | ſay, bcing a choice of Grace, as 15 manifeſt, it bzing aged before the Creatures. 
birth ; here Grace hath laid the Corner-5Stone, and deterniized the means to bring the 
work to pertection, Thus the foundation of God tande. b ſuref baving this Seal, The Lord know- 
etb who are h1s.( g ) that is, who he hath choſen, having excluded Works both good and 
bad, and founded all in an Unchangable At of Grace ; the. Negative.whereof, is this- 
Harmleſs Reprobation. g 27m.2.18,19.,20.. | , 

[ 1. But Secondly, To ſtep a little. backward; and fo tg: makea” hre:: This AQt: of- 
Reprobation was betore the World began;, which therefore. mult nee confirm. that which. 
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3 : Eleftion and Reprobation | | 
was ſaid but now, that they were before they were born, both deſtinated before they ha 

done good or evil : This is manifeſt by that of Pay} to the Epbeſzans, ar the beginning 
of his Epiſtl>; where ſpeaking of Eletion, whoſe Negative" is Reprobation, he faith, 
God bath choſen us in Chriſt, before the foundation of tie World - Nay further, if you pleaſe 

Conlider, That as Chriſt was ordained to ſuffer hefore the fon ndation of the world, and 
as we that are Ele&ted-were choſen in him before the foundation of the world ;; ſo it was 
alſo ordained we ſhould know him before the foundation of the world ; ordained thatwe 
ſhould be Holy before him in Love, beſore the foundation of the World ; and rhatws in 
time ſhould be created in him to good works, and ordained before that we ſhould walk in 
them : Wherefore Reprobation ai", it being the Negative of Eleeting Love; that 1s, | 
becauſe God EleRted but Some, therefore he Left the Reſt: th:ſ2 Reſt therefore muſt 
needs be of as ancient ſtanding under Reprobation, as the choſen are vnder Ele&ion ; 
both which, it is alto evident, was before the World began'; which ferveth yet further 
to prove, that Reprobation could not be with reſpect to this or the other lin, ir being only * 
a leaving them, and that before the world, out. of that free Choice which he was pleaſed * 
to bleſs the other with ; even as the Clay with which the diſhonourable Veſſel is made, * 
did not provoke the Potter, for the ſake of this or that impediment, therefore to make it ſo ;" | 
but the Potter of his own wiil, of the Clay of the ſame lump, of the Clay that is full as ! 
good as thar of which he hath made the Veſſel to Honour, did make this and the other ' 
a Veſſel of Diſhonovr, &c. 1 Pet. i. 20, 21. 1 Cor. 2.6,7. Epbeſ. 1.3,4. Ephef. 2. 10 © 
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Of the Cauſes of REPROBATION. 
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F FAring thns ta word or two ſhewed the Antiquity of Feprotaticn, I now come in this 
pla-e to ſMezy you the Cauſe thereof; for doubtleſs this muſt ſtand a Truth, That 

whatever God doth, there is ſufficient ground therefore, whether by us apprehended, or | 

elſc without our reach. 8 

Firft then, It is cauſed from the very Nature of God: There are two things in God, | 1 
from which, or by the vertue of which, all things have thetr rife, to wit, the Eternity of } : 
Godin general, and the Eternal PerteQion of every one of his Attributes in particular; | 
for as by the firſt, he mult needs be before all things; ſoby vertne of the ſecond muſt all |; 1 
things conſiſt : and as he is hefore all things, they having cenliſtence by him ;* ſo alſo is || 
ke before all ſtates, or their Cauſes, be they either good or bad, of continuance or other- | 
wiſe, he bcing the firſt without begining, @c. whereas all other things, with their cauſes, 
have riſe, dependance, gr toleration of being from him. Col. :. 17. 

Hence it follows, that ndthing, either Perſon or Canſe, &'c. can by any means have a 
b2ing, but firſt he knows theycof, allows thercef, and decrees it ſhall be ſo ; Who 15 he 
thatfaith, and it cometh t paſs, whgn the Lord command-th it not? Now then, becauſe that Re-" 
probation, as well as Election, 'afe ſubordinate toGod ; his Will alfo, which is Etervally 
Perfe&t, being moſt immediately herein concerned ; rt Was impoſſible that any ſhould be 
Reprobate, before Opd had both willed and decreed it ſhould be ſo: It 1s not the being Þ 
of a thing that adni fiſters mtter of Knowledg, or Fore-ſizht thereof to God, but the 
Perfection of his Kr wiedg ifdom and Power, &c, that' giveth the thing its _ 
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Unfolded. and Explained. ? 
God did not fore-decree there ſhould 'be a World, becauſe he foreſaw there would be 
one; but there muſt be one, becauſe he had before decreed there ſhould be one. The 
ſame is true as touching the.caſe in hand :' For this very purpoſe have Traiſed thee up, that Z 
eight ſhew in thee my Power. Lam, 3. 37. Exod. 9. 16, Rom. g. 17, 

Secondly, A ſecond cauſe of Eternal Reprobation,Is the eerciſe of Gods Soveraignty:; for 
if this is true, That there is norhing either viſible or inviſible, whether in Heaven or Earth, 
but hath its being in him; then it muſt moſt reaſonably follow, that he is therefore Sove- 
raign Lord, &c. and may alſc according to his own will, as he pleaſeth himſelf, both ex- 
erciſe and manifeſt the ſtme, being every whit Abſolute, and can do and may do whatide 
ever his Soul defireth : and indeed, good reaſon, for he hath not only made them all, but 
for his pleaſure, they both were and are created: Now the very exerciſe of this Soverainty pro- 
ducethReprobation; Therefore hath he Mercy on whom he will have Mercy, and whom he wilt 
he Hardneth: Hath not the Potter power over t'e Clay of the ſame lump? And doth he not 
make his Pots according to his pleaſure ? Here therefore the Mercy, Juſtice, Wiſdom 


: and Power of God, take liberty to do what they will ; Saying, My Cornſel ſhall ſtand, and 


f F will do all my pleaſure. Job.23.13. Dan.4.35. Rev.4.11. Rom.g.18. Iſa.43.13. & 46. 17. 


Thirdly, Another Cauſe of Eternal Reprobation, Is the a&t and working of Diſtinguiſh- 


| ing Love, and Everlaſting Grace: God hath Univerſal Love, and Particular Love ; Ge- 


7 ncral Love, and Diſtinguiſhing Love ; ard fo accordingly doth Decree, Purpoſe and De- 


' termine: from General Love, the extention of general Grace and Mercy ; but from that 


Love that is Diſtinguiſhing, Peculiar Grace and Mercy : Was ot Eſau Jacobs Brother ? 


; Yet I Loved Facob, faith the Lord: [Yet T Loved Jacob ] that 1s, with a better Love, or a 
| Lovethat is more diſtinguiſhing : As he farther makes appear in his anſwer to our Father 


4; 


Abraham, when he prayed to God for Jhmael: As for Iſhmacl, ſaith he, I have heard thee; 
* behold, TI bave Bleſſed him, aid will alſo mike him freitful ; but my Covenant will Teſtabliſh with 


Iſaac, whem Sarah ſha!l bear unto tree £ Touching which words, there are theſe things ob- 
fervable : al. 1.2. Gn. 17.18, 19. &Cc, | 

1. That God had better Love for 1ſzac, than he had for his Brother J/hmael. Yet, 

2. Not becauſe J1ſ:ac had done more worthy and goodly dceds, for 1ſza: was yet 


| Undorn. 


3. This choice Bleſſing could not be denyed to Iſhmael, becavie he had dilinherited him- 


1 felt by ſin ; for this Bleſſing was intaled to {ſaac, before Jhmaelhad a being alſo. Rom... 
7 of & 16,17,18,19. Gen.15.4,5. Gen. 16. 
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\ make his Power known: T his is one of thoſe argu _ that the holy Apoſtle ſtteth _— 


4. Theſe things therefore muſt needs fall out through the working of diſtinguiſhing 
Loveand Mercy, which had fo caſt the bulineſs, that the purpoſe of God according to EleGion 
might ſtand, 6 

Further, Should not God decree to ſhew diſtinguiſhing Love and Mercy, as welt as 
that which is generaland common, he muit not diſcover his beſt Love at all to the Sons of 
Men: Again, If he ſhould reveal and extend his beſt Love toall the world in general, 
then there would not be ſuch a thing as Love that doth diſtinguiſh ; for as diſtinguiſhing; 
Love appearcth in ſeparating between Iſzac and hmael, Jacoband Eſau; the many called 
and few choſen : Thws by vertue of diſtinguiſhing Love, ſome mult be Reprobate : For 


2 diſtinguiſhing Love mult leave ſome, both of the Angels in; Heaven, and the Inhabitants | 
5 of the Earth; wherefore the Decree alſo that doth eſtabliſhit, muſt needs leave ſome. 


Fourthly, Another cauſe of Reprobation, Is Gods willingneſs to ſhew his Wrath, and to | 


FM Fleftion and Reprobation 


here ; firſt remember this, Is it.meet to ſay unto God, what doeſt thou ? Shall the thing 


- And what ifhe, that he may ſo do, exclude ſome from having, ſhare in that Grace that 


the moſt knotty and ſtrong ObjeQtion that ever was framed againſt the Do&rine of Eter- | 
nal Reprobation : Thou wilt ſay then ( ſaith he ) Why doth be yet find fault ? forifitbehis 

will, that ſome ſhould be Rejeted, Hardned, and Periſh; why then is he offended, that 
any (in againſt him: for who hath Refiſted his will ? Hold, faith the Apoſtle; ſtay a little 


formed, ſay to bim that formed it, why haſt thou mad: me thus ? Hath not*the Potter power over the 
Clay of the ſame Iump, &c, Belides,: when you have thought your worft, to wit, that the 
effeas of Reprobation muſt needs be conſummate in the eternal Perdition of the Creature; 
yet again conſider, What if God be willing to ſhew kts wrath, as well as Grace and Mercy ? 


would infallibly, againſt all Reſiſtance, bring us ſafe unto eternal Life? What then ? Is 
be therefore the Author of your Periſting, or his eternal Reprobation either ? Do yor | 
not know, that he may refuſe to Ele& who he will, without abuſing them ? Alſo that 1 
may deny to give them that Grace that would preſerve them. from ſin, without bei: , 
guilty of their Damnation ? May he not, to ſhew his wrath, ſuffer with much Iong-ſuffer; 
all that are the Veſſels of Wrath, by their own voluntary will, #0 fit themſelves for wrath 

for deſtruion ? Yea, might he not even in the att of Reprobation, conclude alſo to ſufic.. | 
them thus left, to fall from the ſtate he left them in, thatis, as the were conſidered up- ? 
right ; and when fallen, to bind them faſt in Chains of Darkneſs, unto the Judgment of / 
the great day ;, but he muſt needs be charged fooliſhly ? You ſhall ſee in that day, what a| 
Harmony, and what a Glory there will be found in all Gods Judgments, in the overthrow! 
of the Sinner ; alſo how clear the Lord will ſhew himſelf of having any working hand in” 
that which cauſeth Eternal Ruine ; notwithſtanding he hath reprobated ſuch, doth ſuffer! 
them to ſin; and that too, that he might ſhew his wrath on the veſſels of his wrath ; } 
the which I alſo after this next Chapter, ſhall further clear up to you: As the Lord knows © 
bow to deliver the godly out of temptation, without approving of their miſcarriages : he! 
alſo knoweth bow to reſerve the ungodly unto the day of Judgment to be puniſhed, yet never to de-' 
ferve the leaſt of blame for his ſo reſerving of them : though none herein can ſee his way | 
for he alone knows how to do it. Rom.9.19. 2Pet.2.9. 


CHAP. Y. 
Of the Unchanzableneſs of Eterral REPROBATION. 
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Any Opinions have paſſed thorough the hearts of the Sons of men concerning Re-y 
vV probation z moſt of them endeavouring ſo to hold it. forth, as therewith they 
might, if not heal their Conſcience ſlightly, yet maintain their own Opinion, in thein 
erat! of other things; ſtill wringing, now the Word'this way, and anon again that 
for their purpofe* alfoframing within their Soul ſuch an immagination of God and his 
aQs in Eternity, as would ſuit with ſuch Opinions, and fo preſent all to the world. An 
therather they have with gfeateſt labour ſtrained! unwearedly at this above many othe 
Truths, becauſe of the grim and dreadful face it carrieth in moſt mens appretenſionss 
But none oftheſe things, however they may pleaſe thz Creature, can by any means in anj? 
meaſure, either cauſe God to undo, unſay, or undetermine what he hath concerning, thiy 
decreed andeſtadlibed, | a 
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Unfolded and Explained. $ 


Firſt, Becauſe they ſuit not with his nature, eſpecially in theſe Foundation-a&ts : The 
Foundation of God ſtandeth ſure, even touching Reprobation, that the purpoſe of God accord- 
ing to Ele&tion might ſtand : I know ( ſaith Solomon ) that whatſoever the Lord doth, it abideth 
for ever ;, nothing can be put unto 3t, nor any thing taken from it, &c. Hath he ſaid it, and ſhall 
be not do it * Hath he ſpoken, and ſhall be not bring it to paſs * His Decrees are compoſed ac- 
cording to his eternal Wiſdom, eſtabliſhed upon his unchangeable Will, governed by his 
Knowledge, Prudence, Power, Juſtice and Mercy, and are brought to concluſion ( on 
his part ) in perfe& holineſs, through the abiding of his moſt bleſſed Truth and Faithful- 
neſs: He is a Rock, his way is perfe@, for all bis works are Judgment: A God of Truth, aud 
_—_ iniquity, juſt and right 1s ke. 2 Tim.2.18,19. Rem.g.11, Eccleſ.3.14. Numb,23,19, 

cut.32.4. 

Secondly, This Decree is made ſure by the number, meaſure, and bounds of Ele&ion ; 
for Election and Reprobation do incloſe all reaſonable Creatures; that is, either the one 
or the other; Election, thoſe that are ſet a part for Glory; and Reprobation, thoſe lefc 
out of this Choice, 

Now as touching the Ele&, they are by this Decree, confined to that limited number of 
Perſons that muſt amount to the compleat making up the fulneſs of the myſtical Body of 
Chriſt ; yea ſo coniined by this Eternal Purpoſe, that nothing can be diminiſhed from, or 
added thercunto : and hence it 1s that they are called hs Body and Members in particular, 
tbe fulneſs of him that fills all in all, and the meaſure of the ſtature of the fulneſs of Chriſt ; which 
Body, conſidering him as the Head thereof, in concluſion maketh up one perfe& man, and 
holy Temple for the Lord : theſe are called, Curifts Subſtance, Inheritance and Lot; and 
are ſaid to be booked, marzed, and ſealed with Gods moſt excellent knowledge, approbati- 
on and liking. As Chriſt ſaid to his Father, Thine ces did ſee my Subſtance, yet besng im- 
perfe?, and in thy Book are all my embers written, which im continuance were fafhoned, waen as 
yet there was none of them, This being thus, I ſay, It 1s in the firſt place impc{lible, that 
any of thoſe Members ſhould miſcarry ; f.r,who ſhall lay any thing t» the charge of Gods EleG ? 
and becauſe they are as to number every way ſufficient, being his Body ; and 1o by their 
compleating, to be made a perfeCt man : therefore all others ar? rejected, that the turpoſe 
of God according to Elettion might ſtand. Belides, it would not only argue weakneſs jn the 
Decree, but monſtroufneſs in the Body ; if after this, any appointed {nould miſcarry, or 
any beiides them be added to them. Epbeſ.? 22,23. & 4.11,12,13. Pſal.16. 2Tim.2.18,19. 
P/al.139.16. Mat.24.24-. Rom.8.33. Rom.9.11. | : : 

Thirdly, Nay further, that all may ſee how punctual, exact, and to a tittle this Decree 
of Ele&ion 1s; God hath not only as to number and quantity coniined the Perſons, butalſs 
determined and meaſured, and that before the world, the number of the Gifts and Graces 
that are to be beſtowed on theſe Members in general; and alſo what Graces and Gifts to 
be heſtowed on this or that Member in particular: He hath bleſſed us with all ſpiritual Bleſ- 

ſmngs in Chriſt, according as be hath choſcn us in him before the foundation of 1h World ;, and be- 
ſtoweth them in time upon us, according to the eternal purpoſe which be purpoſed in Chriſt Jeſus 
our Lord. He hath given to the Eye, the Grace that belongerth to the Eye; and to the 
Hand, that which he hath appointed for it: And ſo to eyery other Member of the Body 
Elect * he doth deal out to them their determined meaſure of G1ace and Gitts moſt fit for 
their Place and Office. Thus the Decree eſtabliſhed, both of the Saved, and alſo the 
Non-Elet. Epheſ.1« 3,4. & 3. 7,8,9,10,11. Rom.12.3, Epheſ.4. 16, Col.2. 29, Epeſ. 


I C 2 F ourthly, 


12 Elettion and; Reprobatian- 


- Fourthly,; But again, Another thing that doth eſtabliſh, this Decree of Eternal Repro- | 


bation; : Is theweaknefſs that Sin in the Fall, and ſince, hath brought all Reprobates into : 
For though it be moſt true, that Sin is no cauſe of Eternal Reprobation ; yet ſeeing Sin 
hath ſeized on. the Reprobate, it cannot be but, thereby . the Decree mult needs be the 


faſter fixed :-If the King, for this or the other weighty Reaſon, doth. decree not to zive 


thisor that man (who yet did never offend him )) a place in his Privy Chamber, if this 
man after this ſhall be infected with the Plague, this rather faſtens then looſens the Kings 


Decree. As the Angels that were left out of Gods Election, by reaſnn of the fin they com- 


mitted after, are ſo far off from being by that received into Gods Decree, that they are 
therefore bound for it in Chains of everlaſting Darkneſs, to the Judgment of the Great 


Day. — 
 EMAST VI 


EVhether to.be Reprobated, be the ſame with being appointed before hand unto | 


Eternal Condemnation? If not, how ao they dijjer * Alſo whether Reprobation be 
the Cauſe of Condemnation ? 


T hath been the cuſtome of Ignorant Men, much to quarrel at Eternal. Reprobation, 
[ concluding (for want of knowledge in the Myſtery of Gods Will ) that if he reprobate 
any from Eternity, he had as good have ſaid, 7 will mate this man to damn him; Twill de- 
cree this man, without any conſideration, to the everlaſting pains \of Hell, When in very deed, 


for God to Reprobate, and to appoint before hand unto Eternal Condemnation, are two | 


diſtin& things, properly relating to two diſtin& Attributes, ariting from two diſtin& 
Cauſes. | | . 

Firſt, They are two diſtin& things : Reprobation, a ſhmple leaving of the Creature 
out of the bounds of Gods Election ; but to appoint to Condemnation, is to bind themover 
toeverlaſting puniſhment. Now there1s a great difference, between my refuſing to make 
of ſuch a Tree, a Pillar in my Houſe, and of condemning it unto the fire to be burned. 

Secondly, as tothe Attributes; Reprobation refpects Gods Soverainty; but to aps 
point to Condemnation, his Juſtice. Rom.g.18. Gen. 18.25; 

Thirdly, As to the Cauſes; Soverainty being according to the Will of God, but Juſtice 
according to the Sin of Man. For God, though he'be the only Soveraign Lord, and that 
zo the height of Perfection ; yet he appointeth no'man to the pains of Everlalting Fire, 
meerly from Soveraignty, but by the Rule of Juſtice: God damneth not the man becauſe 
he isa man, but a Sinner; and fore-appoints him to that place and ſtate, by tore-ſceing 
of him wicked. 'Rom.1.13,19. C01.3.6. : f 2 

Again, As Reprobation is not the ſame with Fore-appointing to Eternal Condemna- 
on ; ſo neither is it the Cauſe thereof, | 

* If it bethe Cauſe, then it muſt either, 

1. Leave him Infirm. Or, — 7 

2; Infuſe Sin into him. Or, | 

23. Take from lim ſomething that otherwiſe would kSp him Upright, 
; 4. Or, 
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Unfolded and Explained. 12 
-. 4. Or both licenſe Satan to'T empr, and the Reprobate to clofe in with the Tempta- 
tion : But it dothnone of theſe ; therefore it is not the Cauſe of the Condemnation of the 
Creature, ' -That it is not the Cauſe of Sin, 1t is evident, 1. Becauſe the EleQ are as much 
involved therein, as thoſe that are patled by, 2. It leaveth him not” infirm; for he is by 
an after-AQ,' to wit, of Creation, tormed periectly upright. 3. That Reprobation jr;- 
fuſeth no Sin ; appeareth, becauſe It 1s t2 Act of Sod. 4. That It taketh nothing ( thar' 
is good ) from hnn, 1s alſo manifeſt, it being oaly a leaving of him. $5. And that it is 
not by this A& that Satan is permitted to Tempr, or the Reprobateto fin, is manifeſt ; 
becauſe as Chriſt was temptcd, {o the Elect fall as much into the temptation, at leaſt many 
of them, as many of thoſe that are Reprobate : Whereas if theſe things came by Reproba= 
tion, then the Reprobate would be only concerned therein. AU which will be further - 
handled in theſe queſtions yet behind. OY 

Object. From what hath been faid, thre 1s concluded ti18 at laſt, . That God hath infallibly de-- 
termined, and that before the World, the Infailible Daninaiton of ſome of his Creatures : for if © 
God hath befor: the World, bo:tnd ſome over to Eternal Puniſhment, and that as you ſay, foy Sm ; 
then this deternuin.tion muſt either be Faltivle or 1;fallible not Fallible, for then your poſition of ' 
the certainty of the 1umber of Gods Ele, is ſhaken; unieſs you bold that there may be a number 
that ſhall nejther go to Heaven or Heil, - Well then, if God bath indeed Determined, Fore-deter- 
mined, that ſome muſt Infallibly Periſh;, doth not this 11s determination, lay a neceſſity on the Re- 
probate to Sin, that be may be Damned : for No Sm, 70 Damnation ; that s your own Argument. 

Anſw, Thar God hath ordained | the Damnation of ſome of his Creatures, it-is evident; 
but whether this his Determination be politive and abſolute, there 1s the queſtion . For 
the betrer underſtanding whereof, I ſha!l open unto you the variety of Gods Determina-- 
tions, and there nature, as alſo rife. 4 Jude 4. 

The Determinations.of God touching the deſtruction of the Creature, they are either 
ordinary or extraordinary : Thoſe L count ordinary, that were commonly pronounced by 
the Prophers and Apoſtles, &c, in their ordinary way of Preaching, to the end men migar 
be affected with the love of their own Salvation; now theſe either bound or looſed but as 
the condition or qualification was an{ivered by the Creature under Sentence, and no other- 
wiſe. 1Sam.12.25. 1ſa.1.20. AMat.18.3 Du 13.1,?,3. Row. 2.9,9. Rom.8.13. Rom.11.1 2... 
1 Cor. 6.9 

Again, Thoſe extraordinary, though they reſpect the ſame conditions, yet they are 
not grounded immediately upon them, but upon the infallible Fore-knowled ge and Fore- - 
lichtof God, and are thus diſtingviſhed : Firit che ordinary determination, it ſtands but 
at bet upon a ſnppolition,that the Creature may continue 1n Stn, and admits of a poiſtbility, | 
thaticmay not; but the extraordinary, ſtands upon an infallible Fore-{ight, that the Cre- 
wre will continue in Sin, wherefore this mult needs be poktive, and 2s Infallible as God 
himiclt. | | 

&zain, Theſe two Determinations arc alfo diſtinguiſhed thus; The ordinary 1s applica- 
bis to the Elect as well as to the Reprobarte, but the other to the Reprobate only : Iris prop- 
cr to ſay, even to the Ele themſelves, He that believetn ſhall be ſaved, and he that belicueth 
1192 ſpall be damned; but not to ſay tothem, Theſe are appointed to UT TER deſtruction, or 
that rhey ſhall UTTERLY periſh in their own Corruptions, or that, for-tem is RESERVED 
tie blackneſs of durineſs FOR EVER. 1 King.20.42, 2Pet.2.12, Jude 13, 

$0ti.co, though God by theſe determinations, doth not lay ſome under Irrecoverable 


Cond:maation, yet by one of then he doth z as is further made out thus, 
4 py G3 | 1-Go. 


I4 Eletion and Reprobation | 

1, God moſt perfeQly fore-ſeeth the final Impenitency of thoſe that ſodie, from the 

beginning to the end of the World. Prov.15.11, Pſal.139.2. Iſa.46.10. 
_ 2, Now from this Infallible Fore-ſight, it 15 moſt ealie and rational to conclude, and that 
politively, the infallible overthrow of every ſuch creature. Did I infallibly fore-ſee that 
this or that man would cut out his heart in the morning, 1 might infallibly determine his 
death before night, 

Objed, But ſt1ii the Queſtion is, Whether God by this his determination, doth not lay a 
neceſſity on the Creature to fin? For, NoSin, no Condemnation : This 1s true by your 
own Aflertion. 

Anſw* No, by no means : For, | 

1. Though it be true, that Sin muſt of abſolute neceſſity go before the infallible con - 
demanation and overthrow of the Sinner; and that it muſt alfo be pre-conſidered by God, 
yet it needs not lay a neceſſity upon him to fin : for let him but aloneto do what he will, 
and the Determination cannot be more infallible then the Sin, which is the cauſe of its 
Execution. 

2. As it. needs not, ſo it doth not; for this poſitive Determination is not grounded upon 
what God will effe&, but on what the Creature will ; and that not thorough the inſtigation of 


God, but the inſtigation ot the Devil. W hat ? might not I, if I moſt undoubtedly foreſaw : 
that ſuch a Tree in my Garden would onely cumber the ground (notwithſtanding reaſon- / 


able means) might not I, I ſay, from hence determine (even years before ) to cut it down 
and burn it in the fire; but 1 muſt, by ſo determining, neceſſitate this Tree to be fruitleſs ? 
The caſe in hand is the vary ſame. God therefore may moſt politively determine the infalli- 
ble damnation of his Creature, and yet not at all necellitate the Creature to {in, that h 
might be damned. 
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ObjetF, But how is this ſimilitnde pertinent ? For God aid not onely fore-ſce fin would ; 
be the deſtruttion of the Creature, but let it come iato tne world, and fo deſtroy the Crea- " 


ture. If you, as you fore-ſee the truitleſnels of your Tee, ſhould withal ſee that which 
wakes it ſo, and that too before it makes it fo, and yet let the impedument come and make 
it ſo; are not you now the cauſe of the unfruittulneſs of that Tree which you have before 
condemned to the fire to be burned ? For God might have choſe whether he would have 
let Adam in, and ſoſinto have got into the world by im , 

Anſw . Similitudes never anfwer every way; it they.be pertinent to that for which they 
arc intended, *tis enough; and to that it anſiwereth well, heing brought to prove no more 
but the natural conſequence of a true and infallible fore light: And now as to what is objc&t- 
ed further, As that God might have choſe whether Sin ſhould have come into the World 
by Adam, to the deſtruftion of ſo many: To thar I ſhall anſwer, 

1. That Sin could not have come into the World without Gods permiſſion, it is eyi- 
dent, both from the perfeCtion of his fore-ſight and power. 

2. Therefore all the means, motives, and inqucements thereunto, muſt alſo by him be 
not onely tore-ſeen, but permitted, 

3- Yetſo, that God will have the timing, proceeding, bounding and ordering therof, 
at his diſpoſe : Surely the wrath of man ſhall praiſe thee, and the remainder of wrath ſhalt thou re- 
firaia. 1 Kings 22.20, 21, 22 John 8. 20. Lut.22.51,52. Pſal.76.10. 

4. Therefore it muſt needs come into the world, not without, but by the knowledge of 
God ; not in deſpite of him, but by his ſuffering of it. 

Objed, But how then 1s he clear trom havinga hanl in the death ofhim that periſketh ? 


Anſw. 
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Unfolded and Explained I$ 
"Anſw. Nothing is more ſure than that God could have kept Sin out of the world, if it had 


| been his will ; and this is alſo as true, that it never came into the world with his liking and 


compliance: And for this, you muſt conſider that Sin came into the world by two ſteps: 
1. By being offiered, 2. By prevailing. Touching the firſt of theſe, God without the 
leaſt injury to any Creature in Heaven or Earth, might not onely ſuffer it, bur ſo far coun- 
tenance the ſame: that is, fo far forth as for trial onely : As it 1s faid of Atrabim; God 
tempted Abrah.m to ſlay his onely £04, and led Chriſt by the Spirit into the Wilderneſs to: 
be tempted of the Devil. This is done without any harm at all ; nay, it rather produceth 
good ; for it tends to diſcover Sincerity, to exeriſe Faith in, and Love to his Creator ; al- 
ſo to put him in mind of the continual need he hathof depending on his God for the con- 
tinuation of help and ſtrength, and to provoke to Prayers to God, whenever fo engaged. 
Gen.22.1,2. Markl.12. Litkeg.1. Deut.$.1,2,3. 17ct.1.7,8. Heb.5.7. Mat 26.41. 

ObjeZ. But God did not ori!y admit that Sin ſhould be offered for trial, and there to 
ſtay ; but did ſuffer it to prevail, and overcome the World. 

Anſw., Well, this 1s graated : But yet contider, 1. God did neither ſaffer it, nor 


} yet conſent it ſhould, but under this confideration; If Adam, upright Adam, gave way 
' thereto, by forſaking bis Command, Jn the day thou eateft thereof, thou ſhalt ſurely dye * 


Which Adam did, not becauſe God did compel him or perſwade him to it, but voluntari- 


: lyothis own mind, contrary to his God's Command: So then, God by ſuffering fin to 
| break into the World, did it rather in Judgment, as diſlikting Adam's AQ, and as a pu-- 
- niſhment to man for liſkning to the Tempter ; and as a diſcovery of his anger at mans diſ- 
* ! obxdience,; then toprove that he is guilty of the miſery of his. Creature. Gen. 2.17. & 3.3. 
' 2. Conijider alſo, that when God permitted Sin for trial, it was whenoffered firſt, to 
” them only who are only upright, and had ſufficient ſtrengrh to reſiſt it. 3. They were by 
; Gods Command to the coatrary, driven to no ſtrair to tempt them to encline to Satan - 
\ Of every Tree of the Garden thou mayeſt freely eat, ſaith God, only let this alone. 4. As touch- 


ing the beauty and goodneſs that was in the object unto which they were allured ;. What 


| wasit? Was it better than God ? Yea, was It better thin the Tree of Life ? for trom that 
| they were not exempted t1!] after they had ſinned. Did not God know beſt what was beſt 


to do them good'? 5. Touching him that perſwaded them to do this wicked Act ; Was his: 


> word more to be valued for truth, more to be ventured on tor ſafety, or more to be honon- 


| Ted for the worthineſs of him that ſpake, than was his that had forbad it ? The one being 


p the Devil, with a Lye, and to kill them ; theother being GOD with his Truth and to- 


preſerve them ſafe. 
' Oueſt. Butwas not Adam wmnexpettedly ſurprized ? Had he notice before-hand, and 
warning of the danger? tor God foreſaw the bulineſs. 

Anſw, Doubtleſs God was fair and faithful to his Creature in this thing alſo; as clearly 
doth appear from theſe conſiderations: 2. The very commandment that God gave him, 
fore-beſpake him well tolook about him ; and did indced infinuate that he is lixely to be 
tempted 2. Itis yet more evident, becauſe God doth even tell him of the danger; 7: 
the day thou eateſt thereof thou ſhalt ſurely dye. 3. Nay, God by ſpeaking to him of the ve- 
Ty Tree that was to be forborn, telling him alſo where it ſtood, that he might the better 
know it; did ineffett expreſly ſay unto him, Adam, If thou be tempted, it will be ahous that 
Tree, and the fruit thereof ; werefore if thou findeſt the Tempter there then beware thy Life. 

To conclude then-: Though Sin did not come into the World without Gods ſufference, 
yet it did without his liking : God ſuffered alſo Caiz to kill his Brother, and 1/mae! to 
mock at J/aac, but he did not like the ſame, Gen.g.9,10,11. Ca1.4.39. Secondly ,, 


06  Eleftinw aud Reprobation © * 
Secondly, Therefore though. God was firſt in concluding Sin ſhould be offered- to the | 


World; yet man was the firſt that conſented to a being overcome thereby. | 

Thirdly then, Though God did fore-determine that Sin ſhould enter, yet it was not 
with reſpec to certain terms and conditions, which yet was not to be enforced by vertue of 
the determination, but permitted to be compleated by the voluntary inclination of a per. 
fe and upright man. And in that the determination was moſt perteQly infallible, ir was 
thorough the foreſight of the undoubted inclination of this Good and Upright Perſon, 
Queſt. But might not God have kept Adm from inclining, if he would ! 

Anſw. What more certain ? But yet conlider, | 

I. Adam being now anupright Man, he was able to have kept tumſelf, had he but 
looked to it, as he ſhould, and might. | 


2. This being ſo, if God had: here ſtept in, he had either added that which had been | 


needleſs, and fo had not obtained Thankfulneſs; or elſe had made the ſtrength of 4dam | 


uſeleſs, yea his own workmanſhip 1n ſo creating him, ſuperfluous ; or elſe by conſequence 
imperfect. ; | 
4 Tf he had done fo, he had taken Adam from his Euty, which was to truſt and believe 
his Maker ; he had alſo made void the end of the Commandment, which was to perſwade 
to watchfulneſs, diligence, ſobriety, and contentedneſs ; yea, and by ſo doing, would not 
only himſelf have tempted Adam to tranſgreſſion, even to lay aſide the exerciſe of that 


ſtrength that God had already given him ; bur ſhonld have become the Pattern, or the firſt. | 


Father to all looſaefs, idlenefs, and neglet of duty. Which would alfo not onely have 
been an ill example to Adam to continue to neglect fo reafnable and wholſome Duties, 
but would have been to himſelf an Argument of defence to retort upon his God, when he 
had come at another time to Recon with him for his Miſdemeanors. 


Many other weighty reaſons might here be further added for Gods Vindication in this | 


particular, but at thistime let theſe ſuffice, | 
CHAP. vil 


Whether any under Eternal Reprobation have jaſt C auſe to quarrel with God for 
ot Blecting of them ? | | 


Hat the Anſwer to this Queſtion may be to Edification, re-call again what I have © 
| before Aſſerted; to wit, That fora Man to be left out of God's EleFion, and to be |} 


ynade a Sinner, is twothings ; and again, For a Man to be 1Vot Eled, and to be Con- 
demned to Hell Fire, are twothings alſo : Now I ſay, .If Non-Ele&ion makes no Man a Sin- 
ner, and if it appoints no Man to Condemnation neither, then what ground hath any Repro- 
bate to quarrel with God for not Fleding of him? Nay, further, Reprobation confidereth 
Him upright, leaveth him upright, and fo turneth him into the World ; what Wrong 
doth Cod do him, -tho* he hath not Ele&ed him ? What reaſon hath he that is left in this 
Eaſe to quarrel againſt his Maker ! | : = | Fo 

If thon ſay, Becauſe God hath not choſen them, as well as choſen others: I anſwer, 
Nay but, O Man, who art thou that replieſt againſt God? Shall the thing formed ſay to bim:that 
Formed it, Why baſt thou made me thus * Behold; as the Clay is in the hand of the Potter ſo are ye 
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| . Vafolded and Explained: | x7 
in.my hand, O Houſe of Iſrael, ſaith the Lord God, So then, if I ſhould ſay no more but that 
God is the only Lord and Creator, and that by his Soveraignty he hath power to diſpoſe | 
af them according to his pleaſure. either to chuſe or to refuſe, according to the counſe] 
of his own Will, who could object againſt him and be gultleſs ? He grivethno account of 
a of his ways ;, and what his Soul deſireth, that doth be; Rom.9.20,21. Jer.18.6. Job 23.15: 
T 33-13, | 
Kan. God is wiſer than Man, and therefore can ſhew a reaſon for what he aQs and 
does, both when and where at preſent thou {ceſt none : Shall GOD the only Wiſe, be . 
Arraign'd at the Bar of thy blind Reaſon, and there be Judged and Condemned for his 
As done in Eternity ?* Who hath dire&ed the Spirit of the Lord, or who hath'been bis Couns - 
ſellor ? Do .you not know that he is far more above us, than we are above our Horſe or 
Mule, that js without underſtanding ? Great thrngs doto He, that we. cannot comprehend, |, 
great things and unſearchable, and marvellous things without number. Rom.11.34,35. Job 5. 
F Bur Hos! Should we take it well, if our Beaſt ſhould-call ns to account for this and the 
"other Righteous AQ, and Judge us Unrignteous, and our Atts ridiculovs, and all be 
cauſe it ſees no Reaſon for our ſo doing ? Why we are as Beaſts before God, Pſal. 53.2%: 
But again, Tocome yet mcre cloſe to the point :. The Reprobatequarrels with God, be- ]- 
cauſe he hath not Ele&ed him ; Well, but is not GOD the'Maſter of his own Love? And 


| is not his Will the only Rule of his Mercy ? And may he not, witheut- he give offence tD 


thee, lay hold, by Elefting Love and Mercy, on whom himſelf pleaſeth ? Muſt thy Rea- 
ſon, nay, thy Luſt, be the Ruler, Orderer, and Diſpofer of his Grace? May I not do what 
1 will with mine Own ? ſaith He : Is thine Eye evil, becauſe mine 1s good? Matth. 20.15. 

Further, What harm doth God to any Refrobate, by not Ele&ting of him ?-- He was, . as 
hath been ſaid, conſidered Upright, ſo formed in the Act of Creation, and forturned into 
the World : Indeed he was not Ele&ed, but hath that taker any thing from him? No 
verily, but leaveth him in a good condition: There 1s good, and better, and beſt of all ; 
he that is in agood Eftate (tho' others, through free Grace, are in a far better) hath nor 
any cauſe to murmur, either with him that gave him ſuch a place, or with him that is pla- 
ced above him, In a word, Reprobation maketh no Man Perſozally a Sinner, neither doth 
Eleftion make any man Perſonally Righteous : It 1s the Conſenting to Sin, that makes a Man a 
om ; and the Imputation of Grace and Righteouſneſs, that makes Goſpelly and Perſonally 
Tuſt and Holy. 

' Bur whorn.g Seeing it is Gods A@ to leave ſome ont of the Bounds of his Ele&vor, it muſt 
needs be [therefore] poſitively good : - 7s that then which1s good in it ſelf , mage /in unto thee ? 
God forbid: God doth not evil, by leaving this or that Man out of his Ele&ing Grace, tlio 
he chuſe others to Eternal Life, through Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. Wherefore there is not 
a Reprobate that hath any canſe; -and therefore no juſt cauie, to quarrel with his Maker, . 
for not Elefting of him. ys 
. And that, beſides what hath-been ſpoken, if you conſider, ' 1, For God to FleZ; isan 
AQt of Soveraign Grace; but to paſs by, or to refuſe ſo to do, is an At of Soweraign - 
Power, not of Hjaſtice, 2, God might therefore have choſe whether he would have Ele- - 
Ged any, or ſo many, or few ; and alfo which and where he would. 31 Seeing then that ' 
all things are at his Diſpoſe, he may faſten EleQing Mercy where he pleaſethr; and other 
Mercy; if he will, to whom and when he will. 4. - Seeing alſo that the leaſt of Mercics - 
arc not. deſerved by the beſrof Sinners; "Mon, w——_ of quarrelling againſt the God 05: : 
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' Grace, becauſe they have not what they liſt, ſhould ackgowledge they are unworthy of 
' their Breath ;' and alſo ſhould confeſs that God may give Mercy where nn, and 


that too, both-which or what, as alſo to whom and when he will; and yet be good, and 


Juſt, and very gracious ſtill: Nay, Job ſaith, He taketh away, and who can hinder him? Or 
' who will ſay unto him, What doeſt thou? Job g. 12. 


The W1ll of GOD is theRule of all Righteouſneſs, neithet knoweth he any other way by 


' which he governeth and ordercth any of his Actions. Whatſoeyer God doth, it-is good 
becauſe he doth it; whether it be to give Grace, or to detain it ; whether in chuſitg, or 
refnſing. The conſideration of this, made holy Men of old aſcribe Righteouſneſs to 


their Maker, even then when yet they could not ſee the reafon of his AQtions: They 
would rather ſtand amazed, and wonder at the heights and depths of his Unſearchable 
Judgments, then quarrel at the ſtrange and moſt obſcure of them. Yob 34.10,11,12. & 
36.3. Jer.12.1. Job 37.23. Rom.11.33, 

God did not intend that all that ever he would do, ſhould be known to every Man, no 
nor yet to the Wiſe and Prudent ; It is as much a Drity ſometimes to ſtay our ſelves and 
wonder, and to confeſs ourIgaorance in many things of God, as "tis to do other things 
that are Duty without diſpute. $0 then, let poor Duſt and A ſhes forbear to condemn the 


.Lord, becauſc he goeth beyond them; and alia they ſhould beware that they ſpeak not 


wickedly for him, tho? it be, as they think, to juſtifie his Actions. The Lord is Righteous 
in all bis Ways, and Holy in all bis Works, Mat. 11.25. 1 Cor.2.8. Job.1 3.6,7,8. Plal. 145.15. 


CAHP. VIII. 


Thether Eternal Reprobation in it ſelf, or in its Doftrine, be in wery deed a } 


Hindy ance to any-Max i ſeeking the Salvation of his Soul ? 


N my Diſcourſe upon this Queſtion, I muſt intreat the Reader to mind v7ell what. is pre- 
miſed in the beginning of the former Chapter, which is, "That Reprcbatio!s makes no 
Man 2 Sin4er, appoints no Man to Condemnation, but leayeth him upright after all, 
So then, tho? God doth leave the moſt of Men without the bounds of his Election, his fo 
doing is neither in it ſelf, nor yetits Doctrine, (in very deed) an. hindrance to any Man 
in ſeeking the ſalvation of his Soul. | 
E Ithindreth not in its ſelf, as ts clear by the enſuing Conſiderations: 
7, That which hindereth him, is the weakneſs that came upon hin by reaſon of Sin : 
Now God only made the Man, but Mans liſtening to Satan made him a Sinner, which is 
thecauſe of all his weakneſs : This therefore is it that hindereth him, and that alſo dif-in- 
ableth him in ſeeking the Salvation of his Soul. Let no Man ſay, when he is tempted, ] am 
tempted of God: for God cannot be tempted of evil, neither tempteth he any Man, God made 
made Man upright, but be hath ſought owt many Inventions. - Ez&K.16,30, Jam 1.10, Eccleſ, 7, 
29. Hoſ. 13.9. & 14-1, Geh.3.8,9,10,11, | 
& It hindreth not in it ſelf, tor it taketh not any thing from a an that would hel 
him, might it continue with him ; it takes not away the leait part of his Strength, wit 
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dom, Courage, Innocency, or Will to good ; all theſe were loſt by the Fall, #n that day | 
{ ; her eſtabliſh | 


whr33 be died the Death. Nay, Reprotation, under fome conſideration, did rat 
all chefe-pponthe Xeprobatez for as it decyces him-left,, & left ppright: Wherefore Mans 
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| for the Reprobate hath as much ground to judge himſelf Elect, as the very Elect himſelf 


| | Unfolded and Explained. : rg. 
hindrance cometh on him from other means, even by theFall *, and not by the imple A& 
of Eternal Reprobation, * Gen.3, ; : 

3. As Reprobation hindereth not either of theſe two ways, fo neither is it from this 

ſimple. Act that Satanis permitted either to tempt them, that they might be tried, or-that 
they might be over-thrown. 

1..It isnot by this A& that Satan is permitted to tempt them that they: might be tried; 
becauſe then the Son ofGod himfelf muſt be reached by this Reprobation zhe bet:1g tempted 
by the Devilas much, if not more than any : Yea, and then muſt every one of theElect 
be under Eternal Reprobation ; for they alſo, and thar after their Coverſion, are greatly 
aſſaulted by him : Afarny are the troubles of the Rightcous, &c, Mat, 4.12, Mark 1.12. Heb.2.. 

7 OC doll Fo | | 

N cither is it from the Att of Reprob.itionthat Sin hath entred the World, no more than 
trom EleQion; becauſe thoſe under the Power of Ele&ion, did not only fall at firſt, but- 
do ſtill generally as fouly, before Converſion, as the Reprobate himſelf. Whereas, if either. 
the Temptation or the Fall, were by veriue of Reprobation, then the Reprobates, ant 
they only, ſhould have been tempted, and have fallen, The Temptation then, and the 
Fall, doth come from other mcans, and fo the hindrance of the Reprobate, than from 
Eternal Reprobatio:., For the Temptation, the Fall and Hindrance being Univerſal, but - 
the At of Reprowtion Particular, the Hindrence muſt needs come: from ſuch a Cauſe as 
taketh hold on all Me::, which iudecd is the Fail : the Cauſe of which, was neitherEleRtion 
nor Reprohativi, but Mais volunca:y liitening to the Tempter. Rom.3.9: 

3. Itis yet fur more Evident that Reprob:tion hindreth no Man from ſeeking his Salva- 
tion ; becauſe notwithſtanding all that Reprcb3tion doth. yet God giveth to divers of the 
Reprobates great Encouragements thereto; to wit, the Tenders of the Goſpel in general, 
not excluding any ; great Light alſo to underſtand it, with many a ſweet ras of the good. 
Word of God, and the Powers of ' the World tocome : He maketh them ſometimes al- - 
fo to be partakers of the holy Ghoſt, and avinitteth many of them into fellowſhip with - 
his Elect; yea, ſome of them to. be Rulers, Teachers and Governours in his Houſe: All 
which withont doubt, both are and ought to be great Encouragements even to Reprobates 
themſelves, to feek the Salvation of their Souls. Aat.1 1.28. Rev.22.17. Heb.6.4,5. Mat... 
25.1,2, As 1; 16,17. 

IL As it hindreth not in its ſelf, ſo it hindreth. not by its Doqrine: For All that 
this Doctrine ſaith, is, That ſome are lett out of Gods EleQion, as conſidered upright ;- 
Now this Doctrine cannot hinder any Man : For, | | 

1, No Man till ſtands upright, | 

2. Tho' it faith ſome are left, yet it points at no Man, it nameth no Man, it binds all: 
Facesn ſecret : So then, if it hinder, it hindreth all, even the Ele& as well as Regrobate ; 

hath, beforehe be converted, being both alike ina ſtate of Nature and Unbetief, and both 
alike 94/;bly liable to the Curſe, for the Breach of the Commandment. Again, As they 
are equals here, ſo alſo have they ground alike to cloſe inwith Chriſt, and live; even the. 
open, free, and full Invitation of the Goſpel, and Promiſe of Life and Salvation, by the- 
pan Jeſus Chriſt, Ephbeſ.2.1,2. Rom. 3.9. Joh.3.16. 2 Cor.5, 1 9$,20,31,22, Rev.21.6. 
22.17, 

. 3. Itis evident alſo by Experience, that this Doctrine doth not (indeed) neither can it - 
Gader any (this Doctrine I meap, when both righsly ſtetedy and rightly uſed :) Becauſe - 
9 many; 


"20 | | Pheftzon and Reprobation | 


many who have been greatly afflicted about this matter, have at laſt had Comfort ; which 


- Comfort, when they havereceived it, hath been to them an Argument that the thing they 


feared before, was not becauſe of Reprobation rightly ſtated ; but its Do@rine much aby- 
ſed, was the cauſe of their Aflition. And had they had the ſame Light at firſt, they re- 


. cived afterwards, their troubles then would ſoon have fled, as alſo now they do. Where- 
 forediſcouragement comes from want of Light, becauſe they are not skilful in the Word 


of Righteouſneſs ; for had the diſcouragement at firſt been trye, (which yet it could not 
be, -unleſs the Perſon knew by Name himſelf under Eternal Reprobation, which is indeed 


- Impoſſible) then his Light would have pinched him harder; Light would rather have fa- 


' Nened this his fear, than at all have rid him of it. AHeb.5.12,13,14. 
Indeed the Scripture ſaith, the Word is to ſome the ſavour of Death unto Death, when to 


others the ſavour of Life unto Life: But mark, It is not this Doarine in particular, if fo 


much as other, that doth deftroy the Reprobate : It was m_- at which Pharaoh hardened 


' his heart, and the Grace of God that the Reprobates of old did turn into Zaſciviouſneſs : Yea, 


Chriſt the Saviour of the World, is a Stumbling-Block unto ſome, and a Rock of Offence un- 
-to others. But yet again, Conſider that neither He, nor - of God's Dofrines, are ſo 
ſimply, and in their own true natural force and drift : for They beget no Unbelief, They 


' provoke to no wantonnefſs, neither do They in the leaſt encourage to Impenitency ; All 
' This comes from thatIgnorance and Wickedneſs that came bythe Fall; Wherefore it is 


by reaſon of That alſo, that they ſtumble, and fall, and grow weak, and are diſcouraged 
and ſplit themſelves, either at the Dotrine of Reprobation, or at any other Truth of 
God. Excd.S.15. Tude 4, 1 Pet.2, 

Laſtly, To conclude as I began, There is no Man, while in this World, that doth cer- 
tainly know that he is lefr out of the EleQing Love of the great God ; neither hath he any 


Word in the whole Bible, to perſwade him ſo to conclude and believe; for theScriptures 
' Hold forth Salvation to the greateſt of Sinners: Wherefore tho? the At of Reprobation 


were far more harſh, and its Doctrine alſo more ſharp and ſevere, yetit cannot proper- 


iy be ſaid to hinder any : It isa fooliſh thing in any to be troubled with thoſe things which 
t 


ey have no ground to believe concerns themſelves ; eſpecially when the latitude of their 
diſconragement is touching their own Perſon only. The ſecret things belong unto the Loyd 
our God » Indeed every one of the Words of God ought to put us upon examination, and 


_ intoa ſerious inquiry of our preſent ſtate and condition, 'and how we' now do ſtand for 
'Erernity ; to wit, whether we are ready to meet the Lord, or how it is with us: Yet 
' when ſearchis full 


y made; and the worſt come unto the worſt, the party can find himſelf 
no more then the chief of Sinners, not excluded from the Grace of God tendred in the 
Goſpel ; not from an Invitation, nay a Promiſe, to be Embraced and Bleſt, if he comes 


- to Jeſus Chriſt, V/herefore he hath no ground to be diſcouraged by the Do&rine of Re- 


probation, 1Tim.1s, As 19.19. 2Chron.33. Dent,29,29, Joby 7:39. @ 6.37. AMark.2.17, 
| CHAP. IX: | 


' PVhether God would inieed ans in Truth, that- the Geſpr!, wit!) the Grate thereof, 


Should be terdred to thoſe that yet br &5th Gonye wn wnder 12:1567 Reprobation ? 
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Unfolded. ind Eiplained © © | 2x 
again, Look unto me, all ye Ends of the Earth, and be ye ſaved : And whoſoever will, ct bine 
take the Water of Life freely. * And the reaſon is, becauſe Chriſt dyed for all, taſted death 
for every man; is the Saviour of the World,- and the Propitiation forthe ſins of the whote 
World. Afari 16.15: 1ja.45.22. Rev.22.17. Heb,2.9. 2 Cor.g.ig. 1 Jobng.14.@ 2. 1,2,3. 
Secondly, I gather it from thoſe ſeveral cenſures that even every one goeth under, that 
doth not receive Chriſt, when offerred inthe general Tenders of the Goſpel; He that 
believeth not, ſhall be damed ;, He that bdlieveth not, makes God a Lyar, becauſe be believeth not 
the Record that God bath given of bis Son and, Wo unto thee Capernaum, wo unto thee Corazn,. 
wo unto thee Betbſaida;, with many other ſayings: All which words, with imany other of 
the ſamenature, carry in them a very great Argument to this very purpoſe : M if thoſe 
that periſh in the days of theGoſpel, ſhall have, atleaſt, their dam oa heightned, be- 
cauſe they have neglected and refuſed to receive the Goſpel, it mu 'heeds be, that the 
{ Goſpel was with all faithfulneſs to be tendred unto them; the which it could not be, un- 
? lefs thedeath of Chriſt did extend it ſelf unto them : for the offer of the:Goſpel cannot, 
} with Godsallowance, be offered any further than the Death of Jeſus Chriſt doth go; be- 
f cauſe if that be taken away, there is indeed noGoſpe], nor Grace to be extended. 'Be- 
7 ſides, if by every Creature, and the like, ſhould be meant only the Ele&, then are all the 
| perſwaſions of the Goſpel to no effect at all : for ſtill the Unconverted, who are here con- 
| demnedfor refuſing of it, they. return it as falt again: do not know I am: Ele(F, and there- 
fore dare not come to Teſus Chriſt ;, for if the Death of Feſus Chriſt, and ſo the general Tender of 
| the Goſpel, concern the Elet# alone; 1, not knowing my ſelf ta be one of that number, am at # 
mighty plunge :, nor know I whether 15 the greateſt /in, to Believe or to Deſpair : for I ſay again, 
1 If Chriſt dyed only for the Elef, &c. then, I not knowing my ſelf to be one of that number, dare 
{ not believe the Goſpel, that holds forth his Blood to ſave me ;, nay, I think with ſafety may not, un- 
il 7 firſt do know 1 am Ele&® of God, and appointed thereunto, Joh, 3.16. Mark 16.16. 1Joh.5.8, 
9,10. Mat.11.21,22. Heb.2.3, FX] h | WE 
Thirdly, God the Father, and Jeſus Chriſt his Son, would have all men whatever, in- 
| Vited by the Goſpel, to lay hold of Life by Chriſt, whether Ele& or Reprobate: for 
| though it be true, that there 1s ſuch a thing as Election and Reprobation, yet God by the 
/ Tenders of the Goſpel inthe Miniftry of his Word, looks upon men under another con- 
] ſideration, ito wit, as Sinners; and as Sinners invites them to believe, lay hold of, and 
} embrace#he ſame. He faith not to his Miniſters, Go preach to the Elet, becauſe they are 
} Elett ; and ſhut out others, becauſe they are not ſo : But, Go preach the Goſpel to. Siuners as S inaers'; 
and as they ave ſuch, go bid them come tome and live. And it muſt needs be fo, otherwſe the 
Preacher could neither ſpeak in Faith, nor the People hear in Faith: firſt, the Preacher 
could not ſpeak.in Faith, becauſe he knoweth not the Elect from the Reprobatez nor they 
again hearin Faith, becauſe as'unconverted, the would he always ignorantalſo: So then, 
| the Miniſter neither knowing whom he ſhould offer Lite unto, nor yer” the People, whicl 
| ofthemaretoreceive it; how could the Word. now be preached in Faith with ,Power ? 
| And how could the People believe and embrace it? but no. the Preacher offering mercy 
| inthe Goſpel to Sinners, as they are Sinners, here ig, way made for the Wordtd.be {poke . 


in Faith, -becaufe his-Hearers are Sinners; yea, end ,inconrazement alſo for the People to 


receiveand cloſe therewith, they underſtanding they arg Sinners; _ Chriſt. Jeſus cane Into 
the Warld tafave Sinmers, LNK-24-4% 47s oo TT Rh | 
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22: Eleition and Reprobation- 
under theſe fimple Ads) are fit ſubjefts to embrace the Goſpel: for neither the one A&; 
r:or yet the other, doth make either of them Sinners; but the Goſpel is to be tender'd to 
men as they are Sinners, and perſonally under the Curſe of God for Sin: Wherefore to 
proffer Grace-to the Elett becau {e they are Elect, it is to proffer Grace and Mercy to them, 
as not conſiderins them as Sinners, - - And Ifay, todeny tit to the Reprobate, becauſe he is 
not Eleacd, it is not only adenyal of Grace to them that- have no need thereof, but alſo 
before occaſion is given on their.part, for ſucha diſpenfation. And I ſay again, therefore, 
to offer Chriſt and Grace to man Elect, as fimply ſo confidered, this adminiſters to him 
_ no comfort at a}l;he being here no Sinner; and ſo engageth not the heart at all to-Jeſus 

Chriſt; for that cofi& in, and is effeQed on them-as they are Sinners. Yea, to deny the 
Goſjel alſo nas, becauſe he is notEle&, it will not trouble him at all ; for 


faith he, So 1 amt a Sinner, and ſo do not noed a-Savieur. But now, becauſe the Eleft have 


noneed of Grace in Chriſt by the Goſpel, but as they are Sinners ; nor the Reprobates 
aaufe to 1&fuſe it as they are Sinners ; therefore Chriſt by the Word of the Goſpel, is to be 
proffered to both, without conſidering Ec or Reprobate, even as they are Sinners. The 
whole have no need of the Phyſ1tian, bu thoſe that are ſick ;, I come. not to call the Righteous, but Sin= 
zet's to Repentante, 2:COT.5. 1 415% Luk.7.45,47- Mars 2; 1% 

Thns you ſee the Goſpel is to betendred to ailin generai, 5 well tothe Reprobate as 
to the Ele, to Sinners as Sinners; and fo are they to rccetve it, and to.cloſe with. the 
Tcuders thereof. oh | 


CHAT A. 


Seine then that the Grace of God in the Goſpel, i by that to be proferred to Sinners, 


as Sinners ; as wellto the Reprobate as the Ele? ; Is it poſſible for thoſe who indeed. 


are not Elett; to Receiue it, and be ſaved ? 


70 :kis Queſtion I ſhallanſwer ſeveral things : But firſt I ſhall ſhew you what that- 


Grace is, that is tendred in the Goſpel; 'and ſecondly, what-.it is to receive it and 
Be ſaved. ont | | "hq 

Fi:{: then, The Gracethat is offered to Sinners as Sinners, without reſpeR to this or 
that Pei ſ0ii, It is a ſufficiency of Righteouſneſs, Pardoning Grace and Life, laid up in the. 


hae 24s 


Os CERES AB TEN 


Perſon of Chriſt, held forth in the Exhortation and Word of the Goſpel, and promiſed to |; 


be theirs that Receive itz yea, I fay, info univerſal a Tender, that not one1s by it Ex-. 
cluded or Checked in the leaſt, but rather Incouraged, if he hath the leaſt defire to Life ;. - 


yea, it is held forth to beget both Defires and Longings after the Life thus Jaid upinChriſt, 
ard held forth by the Goſpel; Jobh.1,16. Cgl.1.19. 1John 5.1112, AF513.38,39.C0L1.23. 
Rom.10.12,13,14. © 16. 25, 26. | | x 
Secondly, To receive this Grace thus tendred by the Goſpel, it is, 1: Tobelieve it 
5 ue.. 2, Toreceiveit heartily and unfeignedly through Faith. And, 3. Tolet it have 


itsHhatural fway, courſe and authority inthe Soul, and that in that meafure, as to bring 


forth the fruits of good living, in Heart, Word and Life, both before God and man. 
(i 6 Now then to the Queſtion : 

Is it poſſible that this Tender, thug offered to the Reprohate, ſhould by him be thus received and 
vuilraces, ond be live thereby? | =_ mo 
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Unfolded and Expleintd. 23 
To which arrfiwer in the Neggtive, Nor yet for the Ele& themſelves, I mean as conlt- 
dered dead in treſpaſſes and ſins, which is the ſtate of all men, Ele as well as Reprobat®. 
So then, thoughthere be a ſufficiency of Life and Righteovſneſs laid up in Chrilt for all 
men, and this tender'd by the Goſpel to them without exception ; yet fin coming in- be- 
tween the Soul, and the Tender of this Grace, it hath in truth diſabled all men, and ſo 
notwithſtanding this Tender, they continue to be dead. For the Goſpel, I fay, coming 
in word only, f{aveth no man, becauſe of mans impediment ; wherefore thoſe that indeed 
are ſaved by this Goſpel, the Word comes not to them in word only, but alſo in Power, 
and in the holy Ghoſt, is mix'd with Faith, even with the Faith of the opperation of God, 
by whoſe cxceeding great and mighty Power, they are raiſed from this death of ſin, and 
inabled to embrace the Goſpel. Doubtleſs all men being dead in treſpaſles-and fins, and 
ſo captivated under the power of the Devil, the Curſe of the Law, and fhut up in Unbe- 
lief; it muſt be the Power of God, yea the exceeding greatneſs of that Power, that raiſ- 
eth the Soul from this condition, to receive the holy Goſpel. Epheſ.2.1,2,3. 1Theſ.1.5,6: 
Col.2:12, Heb.q.1,2. Epbeſ.1.18,19,0c. | | 
For man by.nature ( conſider him at beſt) can ſee no more, nor do no more, than what 
the Principles of Nature underſtands and helps rodoz which Nature being below thediſ- 
cerning of things truly, ſpiritually and ſ:vingly good, it muſt needs fall ſhort of receiving, 
loving and delighting in them. The. natural an rcceiveth not the things of the ſpirit of God, 
for they are focliſhneſs unto him ;, neither can he, know them, becauſe they are ſpiritually diſcerned. 
Now I fay, If the n:iturai man at veſt ( for the Elect before. Converſion are no more, if 
quite ſo much cannot: ac this, uow ſhall they attain thereto, being now not only corrupt- 
ec and intected, hut depraved, bewitched and dzad ; ſwallowed up of unhelicf, igno- 
rance, confuſion, hardneſs of hea:t, hatred of God, and the like? When a Thorn by Na- 
Lure beareth Grapes, and a Thiſtle beareth Figs, then may this thing be. To lay hold 
of and receive the Goſpel by a true and ſaving Faith, it is an AR ofthe Soul as made a new 
Creature, which is the Workmanſhip of God : Vow he that bath wrought us for the ſeif ſame 
thing, is God - Foy @ Corrupt Tree cannct bring fotih Good Fruit © Can the Ethiopian Change bis 
Skin? 1 Cor,2.1 1,14. Mat.7-16,17,+8. Luk.6.43,44,45- JEr.t 3.23. | 
But yet the Cauſe of this impoſlibility, 1, Lyeth not in Reprobation, the Elect them- 
ſelves being £3 much unable to receive it as the other. 2. Neither is it becauſe the Repro- 
bate is excluded in the Tender, for That is Univerſal. 3. Neither is it becauſe there 
wanteth Arguments in the Tenders of the Goſpel, for there is not only plenty, but ſuch 
as be.per{waſive, clear and full of Rationallity. 4. Neither 1s it becaule theſe Creatures 
have no need thereof, for they have broke the Law. 5, Wherefore it is, becauſe indeed 


they are by fin Dead, Captivated, Mad, Self-oppoſers, Blind, Alienated in their minds, 


and haters of the ord, Behold the Ruines that Sin hath made ! 

Wherefore whoever recciveth the Grace that is tender'd in the Goſpe], they muſt be 
quickned by the Power of God, their Eygs muſt be Opened, their Underſtandings Llumi- 
nated, their Ears Unſtopped,, their Hearts Circumciſed, thei Wills alſo Rectified, and 
the Son of God Revealed in them. . cas 1 faid, Not becauie there wanteth Argument 
1n theſe Tenders, bur becanſe men are Dead and Blind, and cannot hear the Word : Why 
4s you uot underſtand my Speech? ſaith Chriſt, Even becauſe you cannot bear my word. Acts 
9.15. & 26,9,10. Pſal.110.3. Gal, 1,15. Mat. i1.27., John 8.43. 

For otherwiſe, as I faid but. now, There is, 1.. Rationality enough in the Tenders of rhe 
Goſpel. ' 2, Perſwaſions: of weight enough #9: provoke to Faith, Ani, 3. Arguments 


Enough to perſwade to continue therein, Fl rſt, 


*%, 
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ol 4 qi Fit not reaſonable that mar ſhould believe Goin the profer of the Goſpel, and 
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Secondy, Is there not.reaſon, Ifay, ' both from the Truth and Faithftfhes of God : 


from the ſufficiency of the Merits of Chriſt, as alſo from the freenefs and _.fnlneſs of the 


Promiſe? What unreaſonable thing doth the Goſpel bid thee Credit? Or whatFalſhqod 
doth it command-thee to receive for Truth ? - Indeed in many points the Goſpel is aboye 
Reaſon, but yet in never a oneagainſt it.; eſpecially in thoſe” things wherein -1t,beginnieth 


- with the Sinner in order to Eternal Life. 


Again, Touching its Perſwaſions to provoke: to Faith: * | 
Firſt, With how many Signs and Wonders, Miracles and mighty Deeds, hath it heen 
once and again confirmed, and that to this very end? Heb.1.1,2:3: 1Cor.14.22, Heb.6.19. 
i* 12. "IH OY ES SS, = 
* Secondly, With how many Oaths, Declarations, Atteſtations, and Proclamations, is 


itruvorched, confirmed and eſtabliſhed ? : 


Thirdly, And why ſhould not Credence be given to that Goſpel that is confirmed by 
Zlood, the Blood of the Son of God himſelf ? Yea, that Goſpel that did never yet fail any 
that in truth have caſt themſelves nporir, ſince the Founcation of the World, YJer.z.12, 
Gal.z.15: Heb.g.16,17,18. & 12. 1,23. ; | 

Again, As there is Rationality enough, and Perſwaſtons: ſyfficient, ſo there 15 alſo Ar- 

ament moſt prevalent to perſwade to continne therein, and that too, Heartily, Chear- 
Folly, and Unfeignedly unto the end : did not, asI have ſaid, Blindneſs, Madneſs, Dead- 
neſs, and. Wilful Rebellion, carry them away in the vanity-oftheir minds, and overcome 
them.. Epbeſ.4.17,18,'9. | 
- For, Firſt, if they could but confider how they have Sinned, how they have provoked 


God, &c: if they could but conſider, what a diſmal State the State of the Damned is, and 


alſo that in a moment their condition 45 like to be the fame; would they not Cleave to the 
&oſpel and Live? | | - OA | | 
Secondly, The enjoyment of God, and Chriſt, and Saints,' and: Angels, being the 
Sweeteſt ; the Pleaſures of Heaventhe'moit Comfortabe; and to live always in the height 
of Light, Life, Joy, Gladneſs Imaginable,' one -would think were: enovgh to perſwade 
the very: Damned now in Hel: | 
There is no Man then Periſheth for want of Sufficient Reaſon in the Tenders of the 


Goſpel, nor any for want of Perfwaſions to Faith; nor yet becauſe there wanteth Argy- 


ments to provoke to continue therein:-- But the Truth is, the Goſpel im-this hath to dos 


with unreaſonable Creatures; with ſuchas wHl not belive it, and that becauſe it is Truth. 
« Andbecauſe 1 tell you the Truth, ſaith Chriſt, ( therefore) you-believe me not,John 8:45... * 
Queſt. Well, but if this in truth be thus, how then comes ito paſs that ſome Receive it and 


"Live for Ever ? for you have ſaid before, That the Eled ate as Dead as the Reprobate, and full as 


unable as they ( as Men) to cloſe with thoſe Tenders, and Live. - | 
Anſw. Doubtleſs this is True, and were theEledt left to themſelves, they thorough the 
Wickedneſs of their Heart, would Periſh as do others : - Neither could all the Reaſonable 
Perſwaſive Prevalent Argument of the Goſpel of God in Chriſt, prevail to make any Re- 
ceiveit, and Live: Wherefore here you muſt conſider, That, as there 1s Mercy pro- 
claimed in the general Tenders of the Goſpel, ſo there 1s alſo the Grace of EleQton; 
which Grace -kindly Over-Ruleth and Winneth the Spiris of the Choſen, Working in 
them that Unfeigned Clofing therewith, ghat makes it EffeCtual to their undoubted Salva- 
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| Unfolded and Expluncd. 25 
tion; which indeed is the cauſe that not only in other Ages, but alſo to this day, there 
is a Remnant that Receive this Grace; they being appointed, I fay, thereto, betore the 
World began ; preſerved in time from that which would undo them, and enabled to Em- 
brace the glorious Goſpel of Grace and Peace, and Life. 1 Kings 19. 18. -Xom..L1. 5, 


2Theſ.5. 9. ' 


- Now there is a great difference between the Grace of Ele@ion, and of the Grace that is 
wrapped up in the general Tenders of the Goſpel: A difference, I fay, and that both as to 
Its Timing, Latitnde, and Working. 

1, Touching its Timing ; it is before, yea long before, there was either Tender of the 
Grace wrapped up in the Goſpel to any, or any need of ſuch a Tender, Epheſ. 1.45. . 
- 2, Theyalſodiffer in latitude; the Tenders of Grace in the Goſpel. axe common. and 
univerſal to all ; but theExtenfion of that of EleQtion, ſpecial and peculiar to ſome. There 
is a Remnant according to the Eleft0n of Grace, Rom.11.5, i oo 
3. Touching the working 'of the Grace of Election, it differs much in ſome things 


| fromthe working of the Grace that 1s offered in the general Tenders of the Goſpel: As. 


is manifeſt in theſe particulars : 

71.. The Grace that 15 offeredin the general Tenders of the Goſpel, calleth for Faith, to - 
to lay hold upon, and accept thereof ; but the ſpecial Grate of Election werketh.that, Faith 
which doth lay hold thereof, A#.16.31. ©'13.48. Phil.1.29, 2 Theſſ. 1.11, 2: bras 

2. The Grace that is offered in the general Tenders of the Goſpel, calleth for Faith, as | 
a condition in us\ without which there 15'no Life ; but the ſpecial Grace of Election work<- 
eth Faith in us without «ny ſuch condition. Mark 16.15,16. Rom:t1.5,6.  _ 

'.. 3, TheGrace that is offered 1n the general Tenders of the Goſpel, promiſeth Happineſs 
upon the condition of perſevering in the Faith: only ; but the ſpecial Grace of Electio 
cauſeth this Perſeverance. ' Col. 1.23. Ephef.2.10, Rom: 11.7.1 Pet. 1.5,6,7. ; 

4. The Grace offered in, the genera' Tenders of the Goſpel, when it ſparkleth moſt, 
leaveth the greateſ# part of Men bebmd it ;, but the ſpecial Grace of Election, when it ſhineth 
leaſt, doth infallibly bring every Soul therein concerned to Everlaſting Life. Rom. 10. 16, & 
3. R 

ep may overcome and put out all the Light and Eife that is begotten in him by the 


4 


general Tenders of the Goſpel; but none ſha!l overcome, or make void, or fruſtrate the 


Grace of Election. Jude 4, 2 Pct. 2.20,21,22. at.24.2j. Rom.11.1,2,3,0c.. 

6. Thegeneral Tenders of the Goſpel, conſtdered without a concurrence of the Grace 
of Ele&ion, helps not the Ele himſelf, when ſadly fallen. - Wherefore when I ſay, The 
Grace that is offered in the general Tenders of the Goſpel, I'mean, that Grace when offered, as not 
being accompany'd with a ſpecial Operation of Gods.-Eternal Love, by way of conjundion there- 
with, Otherwiſe, the Grace thatis tender'd in the general Offers of the Goſpel, is that 
which faveth the Sinner now, and that brings bimto everlaſting Life; . that is, when-con- 


joyned with that Grace that bleſſeth and maketh this general Tender effectually efficaciovs. 
The Grace of Ele#ion worketh not without, but by theſe Tenders generally ;” neither doth : 


the Grace thus tender'd, effectually work, but by and with the Grace of Election.' Asma- 
ny as were ordained to Eternal Life, believed : The Word being then effectual to Life, when + 


'the hand of the Lord is effectually therewith to that end. They ſpake (faith the Text) 
"unto-the Grecians, preaching the Lord Jeſus, and the hand of * the - Lord was with them, and s : 
great number believed, and turned unto the Lord. Acts 13.48. Mark 16.20. Acts 11.2t. 


» 
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We'mult always put adifferenge bgzween the Word of the Goſpel, and-the Power that 
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. manaceth that Word ; wemulſt put difference between the common and more ſpecial ope- 
rations of that Power alſo; evenas there isevidently a difference to be put betweenthoſe 
. words of Chriſt that wereeffectual to do what was faid, and of thoſe words of his, whieh 
: were but words only, orat leaſt, not [ſo] accompanied with Power. As for inftance : 
That ſame Jeſus that ſaid to the Leper, Say nothing to any man, {aid alſo to Lazarus, Come 
forth ; yet the one obeyed, the other did not ; tho” he that abeyed, was leaft ia acapacity 
to do it, he being now dead, and-.ſtunk jn his Grave. Indeed unbelief hath hindred 
. Zhriſt much, yet not when he putteth forth himſelf as Almighty, but when he doth ſuf- 
' fer himſelf by them to be abuſed, who are to be dealt with by ordinary means: Otherwiſe 
: Legions.of Devils, with ten thouſand Impediments, muſt fall down before lim, and give 
way unto him. There is a ſpeaking, anda [10] ſpeaking: They [ſo ] ſpake, that a great 
. multitude both of the Fews, and alſo of the Greeks, believed. Even. as lhave hinted already ; 
thereis a difference between the coming of the Word when it. is in- Power, and when it is 
in word only : So then, the bleſſed Grace of Ele&ion chooſeth this man to good, not be- 
cauſe he is good ;; it chooſethchim to believe, not becauſe he doth believe; it chooſeth 
him to perſevere, not becauſe he doth ſo; it fore-ordains, that this man ſhall be created 
In Chriſt Jeſus unto good works, not ifa man wil create himſelf thereto. A8&s 14.1. 1Tbeſſ: 
T.3,6,7. Epheſ.1.4,5. 1Pet,n.2. Yun | . 

What ſhall we ſay then? Isthe fault in God ifany Periſh ? Doubtteis no; nor yet is 
his A& of Eternal Reprobation neither : It is Grace that Saveth the EleQ, but Sin thax 
'Bamneth the Reſt : It is Syuper-abundant Grace that cauſeth the EleQt to cloſe with the 
' Tenders of Life, and Live; and it is the Aboundings of Sin, that holds off the Reprobate 

from the rational, neceſſary and abſolute Tenders of: Grace. To conclude then, The 
"Goſpel calleth for Credence as a Condition, and that both from the Elcft and Reprobates 
but becauſe none of them both, as dead in Sin, will cloſe therewith and Live; therefore 
Grace, by vertue ofEle&ing Love, puts forth its Self to work and do for ſome beyond be- 
yond'Reaſon ; and Juſtice urs off others, For flighting fo good, fo gracious and neceſſary 
a means of Salvation, ſo full both of Kindneſs, Mercy and Reaſon. | 


CHAP. XL 


Secing vt is not poſſible that the Reprobaze ſboula receive this Graze iand Live, and 
al {eeing this is infallibly fore-ſeen of God';, and. again, ſeeing. God bath fore» 
determined to ſuffer it foto be ; Why doth he yet will and command that the Gofpet, 

xd ſo Grace in the general Tenders thereof, ſhoald be proffered nnto them? 


WY? then is the Goſpel -offercd them ? Well, That there is ſuch a thing as, Eternal 
'YVY Reprobation, 1 have.ſhewed you: ; alſa what this ErernahReprobation 4s, 1 have 
pened unto you: And ſhall now ſhew youalio, That though theſe Reprobates will Infa- 
Tibly Periſh, which God nof only fore-ſaw, but fore-determined to ſuffer them moſt 
aſſuredly foto da ; yet there 13 reaſon, great reaſon, why the Goſpel, .and fo the Grage 
of God thereby, ſhould be Tendred, and that .in:general terms, to them as well as 9- 
Bit before I.come tolay4he Reaſons þpiore you, 1 mult mind you atreſh, of theſe. perti- 
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1-: That Eternal Reprobation makes no Man a Sinner. oo 
2. That the Fore-knowledge of God that the Reprobate wonld Perifh, makes no man 


2 Sinner, 


3. That Gods Infallible Determining npon the Damnation of him tf at Periſheth, makes - 


no: man a Sinner.” | 


4. Gods Patience and Long-Suffering and Forbearance, until the Reprobate fits hunſelf 


for Eternal Deftruftion,; makes no man a Sinner, : 
Sothen, God may Reprobate, may ſuffer the Reprobate to Sin, may Fore-determine 

his Infatlible Damnation, through the pre-conlideration of him in Sin, and may aifo fox- 

bear to work that effeftual work in his Sou], that would infallibly bring him out of, that 


condition, and yet neither be the Anthor, Contriver, nor means of mans Sin and Mifery. 


Again, God may Infallibly forzſbe tha this Reprobate, whien he hath Sinned, will be 


an unreaſonable oppcſer of his own Salvation; and may alfo determine to ſuffer him to 


Sin, and be thus unreaſonable to the end, yet be Gracious, yea very Gracious, if he offer - 


him Life, and that only upon reaſonable terms, which yet he denierth ro cloſe with. 1/a.j- - 


18.0 55.12, 
The Reaſons are, 


1. Becauſe not. God, bur fin, hath made him unrealonable; without which, reaſonable 
terms had done' his work for him : for reaſonable terms areths moſt equal and righteous - 
terms that can be propounded between parties at difference; yea the terms that moſt ſuits - 


and agreeth with. a reaſonable Creature ſuch as Man : Nay, reaſonable terms, are for terms, 


the moſt apt to work with that man whoſe Reaſon is brought into and held captive by ve- - 


ry ſence itſelf, Ezek, 18. @ 33. 


2. God gocth yet further, ke addeth Promiſes of Mercy, as. thoſe that are inſeparable. 


to the terms he offereth, even to pour forth his Spirit unto them; Turn at my Reproof, and 
behold I will pour forth of my Spirit unto you,” and incline your ear ;, come unto me, hear and your 
foul ſhall kye.- Prov. t- 21 to 27. 


Now then to the Queſtion ir ſelf ; towit, That ſeeing it is impoſſible the Reprobate: : 


. _ 


ſhould be ſaved; ſeeing alſo this is infallibly foreſeen of God, and ſeeing alſo that God - 


hath before-hand determined to ſuffer it ſo tobe ; yet I ſhall ſhew you it 1s requiſite, yea 


very requiſite, that he ſhould both will and command that the Goſpel, and ſo Grace ia the 


general Tenders thereof, ſhould be proffered unto them. 
| The Firſ® REASON. 


And that firft, To ſhew that this Reprobation doth not in its ſelf make any man abſo- - 


lately uncapable of Salvation :. for if God had intended that by the A& of Reprobation 


the perſons therein concerned, ſhould alſo by that only AR have been made incapable ot 


everlaſting Life, then this Act muſt alſo have tied up all the means from them that tend- - 


eth to that end ; or at leaft have debarred the Goſpels being offered to them by Gods Com- 


mand, for that intent 3; otherwiſe who is there but would have charged the Holy One as - 


guilty of guile, and worthy of blame, for commanding thatthe Goſpel of Grace and Sal- 


vation ſhould be offered unto this or that man, whom yet he hath made uncapable to re- 


ceiveit, by his Ac of Reprobation : Wherefore this very thing, towit, that the Goſpel : 


is yet tobe tender'd to thoſe eternally Reprobated, ſheweth that ir is not ſimply the 


Act of Gods Reprobation, but ſin that incapaſitateth the Creature of Life Everlaſting;which 
Sin is no branch of this Reprobation, as is eyident, becauſe the Elect and. Reprobate are - 


L2. : The. 


both alike defiled therewi 


23 Unſolded and Exlained 
The Second REASON. | | 
 Secondly,. God alfo ſheweth by this, that the Reprobatedoth not Periſhfor want of the 
offers of Salvation ( though he hath offended God ) and that upon moſt righteous terms 5 
according to what is written, As I live, ſatththe Lord, ' £ bave no pleaſure wthe death of bim 
that dyeth, but that the wicked turn from his wicked way, and live: Turn unto me, ſaith the 
Lord of. Hoſts: and 1millturn unto you, ſaith the Lord of Hoſts: So then, here lieth the 
point between God and the Reprobate (I mean the Reprobate fince he hath finned ) God 
-1s willing to fave. him upon reaſonable terms, but not upon terms above reaſon; but no 
reaſonable terms will dowa with the Reprobate, therefore he muſt Periſh for tis unrea- 
:Fonableneſs. Ezck.18.31,32.Q&' 33-10. Zech:1.3- | 
Thar God is willing to fave even thoſe that Periſh even for ever, is apparent, both from 
the conſideration of the goodneſs of his Nature, of Mans being his Creature, and in- 
deed in a Miſerable ſtate = . But I-ſay, as I have alſo ſaid already, there is a great diffe- 
rence between his being willing to ſave them, thorongh their complying with theſe his 
reaſonable terms, -and his being reſolved to fave them, whether they, as men, will cl ofe 
therewith, or no : So only he {aveth the Elect themſelves, even according to the riches of his 
Grace, even according to his riches in Glory, by Chriſt Feſws;, working effectually in them, 
what the Goſpel as a condition, calleth for from them: And hence it is he is ſaid to give 
Faith ( yea the moſt holy Faith, for that is the Faith of Gods Elect) to give Repentance, 
'to.givea new Heart,. to give his Fear, even that Fear that may keep them for ever from 
'Everlaſting Ruine ; ſtill ingaging his 2ercy and Goodneſs to follow them all the days of 
\their lives, that they may dwell in the Houſe of the Lord for ever :. And as another Scrip- 
ture faith, Now be that hath wrought us fer the ſelf ſame thing God. . Pſal. 145.9.Job 14.15. 
Joh. 3.16: Epheſ.1.4,7, Phil.1.29. @ 4.19. Acts5-30,31- Ezck. 36 26,27. Jer. 32.4 o. Pſal a 
.F, Rom. 8 26, &c, 2Cor.5.5, &c- | 
Bn: | ſay, His denying to. do thus for every nan in. the World, cannot properly bs 

ſaid to bc, becauſe he is not heartily willing they thould cloſe with the Tenders of the Grace 
held forth in the Goſpel and Live: 'Wherefors you mult conjider that there is-a diſtincri- 
on to be put between God's denying Grece on reaſonable terms, and denying itabſolutely ; 
and alſo that there is a difference between his with-holding further Grace, and of hindring 
men from cloſing with the Grace at preſent offered; alſo that God may with-hold much, 
when he taketh away nothing; yea, take away. much, when once,abuſed, and yet be juſt 
and Rigliteous ſtill, Further, God may deny tc do this or that Abſolutely, when yet he 
hath promiſ-d tado, notonly that, but more, conditionally. ; Which things conlidered, 
you may with ealg.conclude, that he may bewiling to-fave thoſe not Elect, upon reaſo nable 


terms, though not without them. - 


, . 


- It is no unrighteonſneſs 1p.God to offer Grace unto the World, though but on thoſe 
terms only, that they arc a}{o foreſcen by him infailibly to reject ;/ both becauſeto r2ject * 
ir is unreaſonable, eſpecially. the terms being ſo: reaſonable, as to believe the Truth and: 
- Eive;; and alſo becauſeiris Grace and Mercy in Ged, fo much\as once to offer means 'of 
Reconciliation to 4 Signer, he being;the offender; but the Lord, the:God' offended; they 
heing bot Duſt and Aſhes, He, the, Heavenly Majeſty. :If God when: man had broke the 
Ezw, had yet with all ſeverity kept the World to the utmoſt condition of it, had he then 
becn unjuſt? had he injurcd manat all ? : Was ngt. every tiitle of the Law reaſon able 


both in the firſt and ſecond Table ? How, much more then.is he Aerciful and Gracious, even 
in but mentioning terms of Reconciliation ? Eſpecially ſeeing he is alfo: willing ſo to con- 
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deſend, if they will believe his Word, and receive the Love of the Truth, Though the 
Reprobate then doth voluntarily, and againſt all ſtrength of reaſon, run himſelf upon'the 
Rocks of Eternal Miſery, and ſplit himſelf thereon, he periſheth in his own -corruption, 
by rejecting terms of of. Life. 2 Theſ.2.10: 2Pet.2-12, 13, "2 

Object. 1. But the Reprobate is now in a Capacity to fillfill theſe Reaſonable Terms. 

Anſw, But I ſay, ſuppoſe it ſhould be granted, is it becauſe Reprobation made him un- 
capable, or Sin? Not Reprobation, but Sin : It Sin, then before he quarrel, let him con- 
ſider the caſe aright, and in the reſult, he will find Sin, being conſented to by his volun- 
Tary Mind, hath thus diſabled him : And becauſe it was Sin (by his voluntary conſent that 
did it, let him quarrel with himſelf for conſenting, ſo as to make himfelf incapable to 
cloſe with Reaſonable Terms; yea, with thoſe Terms becauſe Reaſonable, and therefore 
molt ſuitable (as Terms) for him, notwithſtanding his Wickedneſs. And I fay again, 
Foraſmuch as theſe Reaſonable Terms, have annexed unto them, as their inſeparable 
Companions, ſuch wonderful Mercy and Grace as indeed there 1s, Let even them that 
periſh, yet juſtifie God ; yea cry, Hts goodneſs endureth for ever ; though they, through 
the wretchedneſs of their hearts, get no benefit by it. - | 

| The Third RE ASOM. 

Thirdly, God may will and command that his Goſpel, and fo the Grace thereof, be 
tender'd to thoſe that ſhall never be faved, (beſides what hath been faid) to ſhew to all Spe- 
Qators what an Enemy Sin, being once embraced, is to the Salvationof Man : Sin (with- 
out the Tenders of the Grace of the Goſpel) could never have appeared fo exceeding ſin- 
ful, as by that he both hath and doth. ti had not come and ſpoken unto them, ſaith Chriit, 
they bad not had [in ;, but now they have no clo% for their Sin. AS Sins that oppoſe the Law, 
are diſcovered by the Law, that is, by the Goodneſs, and Juſtneſs, and Halineſs of the 
Law ; ſo the Sins that oppoſe the Goſpel, are made manifeſt by that, even by the Love, 
and Mercy, and Forgiveneſs of the Goſpel : [If be that deſpiſed Aofes Law, died without 
mercy; of how much ſorer Puniſhment, ſuppoſe ye, ſha'l he be thought worthy, who hath trodden 
under foot the Son of God ?] Who could have thought that Sin would haye oppoſed that 
which is juſt, Hut eſpecially Mercy and Grace, had we not ſeen it with oor Eyes? And 
how could we have ſeen it to purpoſe, had not God left ſome ro themſelves ? Here indeed 
15 Sin made manifeſt : For all be had done ſo-ma'ty Miratles amongſt them (to wit, to perſwade: 
them to mercy) yet they believed him not. Sin, where it reigneth, 1s a mortal Enemy to 
the Soul ; it blinds the Eyes, holds the Hands, ties the Legs, and ſtops the Ears, and makes 
the Heart implacable to reſiſt the Saviour of Souls, That Man will neither obey the Law, 
nor the Goſpel, who is left unto his Sin : Which alſo God is willing ſhould be diſcovered, 
tho? it cot the damnation of ſome: For thts very purpoſe, ſaith God tor Pharavh, have 1 
raiſedthe up, that I might fhew ia thee my Powcy, at t:at my Name might be declared in all. the 
Eayth. For God by railing ep: Pharah to his Kingdom, 'and ſuffering him to walk to the. 
height according as his Sm did prompt him forward, ſhw'd unto all Beholders what. a 
dreadful thing, Sin ts; and that wirhout the ſpecial afſiſtance of the holy Spirit, Sin would 


neither, be charmed by Law nor Goſpel. This Reaſon, tho? it be no profit unto theſe thas -. 


are Damned, yet it is for the Honour of God, and the good of thoſe he hath choſen, 
Ton: 15.22. Rom.7 Heb, 10.27,2 8,29. Job.12. 37. Ex04,9.16. Rom:9.17. . 


It is for the honour of God, even for the honour of his Power ad Mercy : tor his Power 


is now difcovered indeed, when nothing can tame Sin, but that , and his Mercy us here ſeen 
igndeed, b=cauſe thatdoth engage him to do ir, -Read Romiig.,22,23. IT 
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Tre Fourth RE ASON.. | 

Fourthly, God commandeth that the Tender of the Goſpel, and the Grace thereof, be 
in general offered to all, that Means thereby might be ſufficiently provided for the Ele&, 
both tobeget them to faith, and to maintain.1t in them to the end, in what place; or ſtate, 

or condition ſoever they are. God, through the operation.of his manifold Wiſdom hath 
aa end;and an end in his Atsand Doings amongſt the Children of Men : And fo, in that 
ke commandeth that his Goſpel be tender'd to afl; an end, I ſay, to leave the Damned 
without excuſe, and to provide ſufficiency of Means for the gathering all his Ete&. O that 
God would. ſpea', ſaith Zophar, and open bis Mouth againſt thee, and fhew thee the ſecrets of Wiſe 
- dom, th.1t they are double to that which 1s. For tho God worketh with and upon the Ele&, 
otherwiſe than with and upon the Reprobate; yet he worketh with and upon the Elect, 
with and by the ſame Word he commandeth ſhould be held forth and offered to the Re- 
probate,. Now the Textzhus running in moſt free and univerſal Terms, the Eledt then - 
herring thereof, do through the mighty Power of God, cloſe in with the Tenders therein 
held forth, and are ſaved.” Thus that Word that was offered to the reprobate Jews, and 
by them moſt fiercely reje&ed, even that Word became yet effeQual to the Choſen, and 
they were ſaved thereby. They gladly received the Word , and as many as were ordained t0 
Eternal Life, believed. Not as tio” the Ford of God had takennone effet;, God bath not caſt 
away bis People whom he fore-knew, - The Word ſhall accompliſh the thing for which God - 
hath ſent it, even the Salvation of the few that are Choſen, when tendred to All; tho 
rejected by moſt, through the Rebellion of their Hearts. Epheſ.1. Job.1 1.5,6. AGs 13, 
44, to 48. & 28.28. Heb.4.1,2.,3. Rom.9.6.@ 11.12. 

Obje&t.2. But if God have Elected, as you have ſaid, what need be lay a Foundation ſo general | 
for the begetting Faith in his choſen Particulars , ſeeing the ſame Spirit that worketh in them by 
ſuch means, could-alſo work in them. by other, even by a Word, excluding the moſt in the firſt Tente 
ders thereof amongſt Men ? | " 

Anſw.. I told you before, that tho? this be a principal Reaſon of the general Tenders 
of the Grace of the Goſpel, yet it 15 not all the Reaſon why the Tender ſhould be ge- 
neral, as the three former Reaſons ſhew, EC : 

But again, In the Bowels of Gods Decree of Election, is contained the Means that are 
alſo ordained for the effeual bringing of thoſe Elefted to that Glory for which they were 
fore-appointed; even to gather together in one, all the Children of God : Whercunto he. 
called you, ſaith Paul, by our Goſpel, to the obtaining of the _ of our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Gods 
Decree of Election then, deſtroyeth not the means which his Wiſdom hath prepared, is 
rather eſtabliſheth, yea oxdains and eſtabliſheth it ; and maketh that means which in the 
outward ſound is indefinite and general, effeQual to this and that Man, through a ſpecial 
and particularapplication : Thus that Chriſt that in general was offered to All, is by a 
ſpecial A& of Faith applied by Paul to himſelf in particular, He loved me, and gave Him- 
felf for me. ' John11.51,52. 2 Theſ.2.13,14. Gal.2.20,21,22. 

Further, As the Deſign of the Heavenly Majeſty is to bring his E :© to glory by means, 
ſo by. the means thus univerſal and general, as moſt behooful and fit; if we conſider, not 
only the Way it doth pleaſe him to work with ſome of his Choſen, in order to their glory, 
but alſo-the Tryals, Temptations, and other Calamities they muſt go thorow there- 
uvNto.. - 

Fl Touching his working with ſome, how inv'ſible is it tothoſe in whoſe Souls it is 
yet begun ? How is the Word buried under the Clods of their Hearts, for — 
oar$ 
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Years together ? Only thus much is diſcovered thereof, it ſheweth the Soul its Sin, the 
which it doth alſo ſo aggravarte, and apply to the Conſcience (Jeſus {till refraining, like Jo- 
ſepb, to make himſelf know to his Brethren) that were there not generalTenders of Mer- 
cy, and that tothe worſt of Sinners, they would ſoon miſcarry and periſh, as do the Sons 
of perdicion. But by theſe the Lord upholdeth and helpeth them, that they ſtand, when 
athers fall for ever. Pſal.1 19. 49. . _ | EE. 

2. And ſolikewiſe for their Tryals, Temptations, and other Calamities, becatfſe Jod 
will not bring them to Heaven withous, but by them ; therefore he hath alſo provided a 
Word ſo large, as to lie fair for the ſupport of the Soul in all conditions, that 1t may not 
diefor thirſt. | | 

3. I might add alſoin ts place, their imperfet ſtate after Grace received, doth call for 
ſuch a Word ; yea, many other things which might be named : Which God, only Wile, 
hath thought fit ſhould accompany us to the Skip, yea in the Sea, to our defired Haven, 

| The Fifth REASON. | 5 

Fifthly, God willeth and commandeth the Goſpel ſhould be offered to All, that thereby 
diſtinguiſhing Love, as to an inward and ſpiritual Work, might the more appear to be the 
Fruit of ſpecial and peculiar Love, For in that the Goſpel is tender'd to All in general, 
when yet but Some do receive it ; yea, and ſeeing theſe Some areas unable, unwilling, and 
by natureas much averſe thereto, as thoſe that refuſe it, and periſh; it isevideat, that 
ſomething more of Heaven, and the operation of the Spirit of God, doth accompany the 
Word thus tender'd for their Life and Salvation that enjoy it ; not now as a Word barely 
tender'd, but backed by the ſtrength of Heaven : Zehold what manner of Love the Father 
bath beſtowed upon us, that we ſhowld be called the Children of God!;Even we, who believe accor- 
ding to the working of bis mighty Power which be wrought in Chriſt, when he raiſed him from the 
Dead, This provoketh to diſtinguiſhing Admiration, yea and alſo to a Love like that 
which hath faſtened onthe Called, the Preſerved, and the Glorified : He bath not dealt ſo 
mith any Nation :;, and as for his Tudgments, they have not known them. Praiſe ye the Lord. Now 
are the Sacrifices bound even to the Horns of the Altar, with a Lord how is it, that thau 
ſhouldeſt mnnifeſt thy ſelf to us, and not unto the Werld! He ſent from above, hz: took me, he 
drew me out of many Waters, hc delivered me from my ſirmg Enemy, and from them that ka« 
ted me, for they were too firong for me. 1 Thel.1.4,5,6,7. 1 John 3. 1 ,2, 3. Pal. 147. 29. 
John 1 4.22. 2 Sam.22.17, Plal. 18.16. 

For thus the Ele& conſidereth : Though we all came alike into the World, and are the 
Children of Wrath by Nature ; yea, tho' we have alike ſo weakened our ſelves by ſin, 
that the whole Head is ſick, and the whole Heart faint, being altogether gone out of the 
way, and every one becoine altogether unprofitable both to God and our ſelves ; yet that 
God ſhould open mine Eyes, convert my Soul, give me Faith, forgive my Sins; raiſe me, 
when I fall; fetch meagain, when I am gone aſtray ; this is wonderful ! Yea, that he 
ſhould prepare Eternal Manſions for me, and alfo keep me hy his bleſſed and mighty 
Power for that ; and that.in a way of believing, which without his aſſiſtance Iam.no way 
able to perform! That he ſhould do this notwithſtanding my Sins, tho' 1 had nv Righre- 
ouſne£s ! * Yea, that he ſhould do ir according to the Riches of his Grace, through the Re- 
demption that isin Jeſus Chriſt ovr Lord ! Even according to an Everlaſting Covenant of 
Grace, which yet the greateſt part of the World are voidzof, and will forever mils and 
fall ſhorr of! Beſides, that he ſhould mollifie my heart ! Break it, and then delight in1t 5 
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to guide me with with his Counſel, and then receive me to Glory !. Further, that all this 
ſhould be the effect of unthought-of, undeſerved, and undeſired Love! That the Lord , 
ſhould think on this before he made the World, and ſufficiently ordain the Means before 
he had laid theFonndation of the Hills ! For this he is worthy to be praiſed: Yea, Let 
every thing that hath breath praiſe tne Lord; Praiſe ye the Lord, Epheſ.2. 1,2,3. Rom. 3.9. Iſa, 
1.5. Rom.3.12, Pſal.23.6, & 37.23. 2 Cor.s5.5. Deut.9.5,6,7. Ezek.16.c 0,61,62,63. Deut, 
2.7,3. AMal.1.2, Plal.51.17. Jer.g2.4. 11a.66.2, Pal. t 38.6. Jerz1. 3; 1 Cor.2.9, 
 Objea.3. But you have ſaid before, That the Reprobate is alſo bleſſed with many Goſpel- Mer- 
cies, as with the Knowledzec of Chriſt, Faith, Light, the Gift of the Holy Ghoſt, and the Taſtes or 
relliſh of the Powers of the World to come : If ſo, then woat ſhould be thereaſo;: that yet he pe- 
rifketh ? Is it becauſe the Grace that he.rccerveth differcth from the Grace that the Ele are ſaved 
by ? If they differ, where licth the difference ? Whether in the nature, or in the degree, or in the 
m.magement thereof ? : 

Anſw. To this Objection I might anſiver many things; but for brevity, take this Re- 

vly : : | 
; * That the Non-Ele& may travel very far, both in the Knowledge, Faith, Light and 
Sweetneſs of Jeſus Chriſt, and may alſo attain to the partaking of the Holy Ghoſt ; yea, 
and by the very operation of theſe things alſo, eſcape tve Pollutions of the World, and become 
2 vifible Saint, joyn in Church-Communion, and be as Chief amongſt the very Ele them- 
ſelves. This the Scriptures every where do ſhew us. 

The Queſtion then is, Whether the Ele and Reprobate recerve a differing Grace ? To which 
L anſwer, Yes, in ſome reſpeQs ; both as tothe Nature thereof, and alſo the Degree. 

To begin then with the Nature of it : 

1. The Faith that the Choſen are bleſſed with, it goeth under another Name than any 
Faith bekdes,. even the Faith of Gods ElefF, as of a Faith belonging to them only, of which 
none others do partake ; which Faith alſo, for the Nature of it, is called Futh moft Holy ; 
to ſhewit goes beyond all other, and can be fitly matched no where elſe, but with their 
moſt bleſſed Faith, who infallibly attain Eternal Glory : Even like precious Faith with us, ſaith 
Petcr, with his Ele& Companions. And fo of other things. For if this be true, That 
They differ in their Faith, they muſt needs therewith differ in other things : For Faith being 
the 2other-Grace, produceth all the reſt according to its own Nature, to wit, Love 
that abounds, that never fails, and that is never contented till it attain the Reſurre&ion of the 
Dead, &e. Tit.1.1. Jude 20. 2 Pet. 2.1. 2 Theſ,1.3. 3 Cor.13.8, Phillip. 3. 

2. They differ as to the Nature, in this; the Faith, and Hope, and Love, that the Cho- 
ſen receive, it is that which floweth from EI. @10n it ſelf; 'He bath bleſſed us according as be 
hath choſen us, even with thoſe Graces he ſet apart for us, when he in Eternity did appoint 
us to Life before the Foundation of the World : Which Graces, becauſe the Decree in it ſelf is 
moſt abſolute and infallible, they alſo (thatthey may compleatly anſwer the end) will do 
the work infallibiy likewiſe, ſtill through the management of Chriſt : I have prayed that 
thy Faith fail not, Epheſ.1.4,5. Zuke 2.32. 

' But Secondly, As they differ in their Nature, they differ alſo in Degree ; For though 
It be true that the Reprobate 1s bleſſed with Grace, yet this is alſo as true, that the Ele? 
are bleſſed with more Grace - It is the Priviledge only of thoſe that are Choſen, to be bleſſed 
with [ALL] Spiritual Ble/ſmmgs, and to have [| ALL] the good pleaſure of the goodne/s of God 
fulfilled in and upon them. Thoſe who are bleſſed with CALL] Spiritual Bleſſings, muſt 
geeds be blefled with Eternal Life ; and thoſe ig whom the Lord not only warks all his 


good 
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good pleaſure, but fulfilleth all the good pleaſure of his goodneſs upon them, they muſt 
needs eſcrved to his heavenly Kingdom : But none of the Non-Elect have theſe things 
cpdirreC open them ; therefore the Grace beſtowed upon the one, doth difter both in 
Nature and Degree from the other. Epbeſ. 1.4,5. 1 Theſ.'.1l. | HIER 

Thirdly, There is a difference as to the Management allo : "The Reprobate 1s Princi- 
pal for the Management of the Grace he receiveth, but Jeſus Chrilt is Principal for the 
Management of the Grace the Elect receiveth : When [ ſay Principal, I mean Chief; for 
though the Reprobate is to have the greateſt hand in the Management of what Mercy and 
Goodneſs the Lord beſtoweth on him, yet not ſo as that the Lord will not help him at all ; 
nay contrariwiſe hewill, if firſt the Reprobate do truly the Duty that lieth on him: If 
thou do well, ſhalt thou not be accepted? Bmus if not well, behold Sin lieth at the door. Thus it 
was alſo with Saul, who was rejedted of God upon this account. And1 fayas to rhe Elect 
themſelves, though Jeſus Chriſt our bleſſed Saviour Þe Chief, as to the Management of . 
the Grace beſtowed on kis Choſen, yet not ſo as that he quite excludeth them from ſtr;- 
virg, according to bis Working, wiich he worketh in them mightily: Nay contrarywiſe, if | 
thoſe who are in truth Ele, ſha!l yet be remiſs, and do wickedly, they ſhall feel the ſtroke 
of God's Rod ; ard that, it may be, tili their Bones are broke: But becauſe the work doth 
not lye at their Door to manage, as Chief, but at Chriſts ; therefore, though he may per- 
form his Work with much bitterneſs and grief to them, yet he being engaged as the Prin- 
cipal, will perform that which cencerneth them, even until the day (the coming) of Je- 
ſus Chriſt, Gen.4.7. 1 Sam.13.11,12,13,14.&' 15.26, C0l.1,29, Pſal. 138.8, Pkil.1.6, 


From what hath been ſaid, there ariſeth this Concluſion : 


The Ele& are always under Eternal Acrcy, but thoſe not Elet always under Eternal Jus 
fice : For you mult conſider this, There is Eternal Mercy and Eternal Jufice, and there is 
Preſent Mercy and Preſent Juſtice, So then, for a Man to be in a ſtate of Mercy, it may 
be underſtood either a ſtate of Mercy preſent, or both Preſent and Eternal alſo. And fo : 
again for a Man to be in a ſtate under Juſtice, it may be underſtood either of Preſent Ju- 
ſtice only, or of both Preſent and Eternal alſo, | 


That this may yet further be opened, I ſhall ſomewhat enlarge, 


I begin with Preſent Mercy and Preſent Juſtice. That which I call Preſent Mercy, is - 
that Faith, Light, Knowledge, and taſte of the good Word of God, that a Man may have, 
and periſh, This is called in Scripture, Believing for a while, during for a-while, and rejoy- 
cing in the Light for a ſeaſon. Now I call this Adercy, both becauſe none (as Men) can: de- 
ſerveit, and alſo becauſe the proper end thereof is to do good to thoſe that have it.. Bur. 
Icallit Preſent Mercy, becauſe thoſe that are only bleſſed with that, may fin it away, and. 
periſh ; as did ſome of the Galatians, Hebrews, Alexandrians, with the Aſians and others. 
Bur yet obſerve again, I do not call this Preſent. Mercy; becauſe God hath determined iz 
fall laſt but a while abſolutely ; but becauſe it is poſſible for Man to loſe it, yea determi- 
ned he ſhall, conditionally. Zcb.6.14. 2 Pet.2.20, Mat.13.22. Zuke 8.13, John5.35, 1Cor. - 
3 2.7 Gal.$.4. Heb.12.15,16. 1 Tim.1,20. 2 Tim.2.18. @ 1, 15. Heb.12.25. 

Again, As to Preſent }1itice, it is that which Y buta while alſo ;. And as Preſen, . 
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 Hfevey 18 properly the portion of thoſe left out of Gods Kie&ion, ſo Preſent Juſtice chiefly 
hath to do with Gods Belouyed who yet at that fame time are alſo under Eternal Mercy. 

This 35 that Juſtice that aſflicted Job, David, FHemay, and the godly, who notwithſtanding 
do infallibly attain, by vertuz of this Mercy, Eternal Life and Glory. I call this Juſtice 
becauſe in ſome ſence God dealeth with his Children according to.the quality of their 
Tranſgreſſions; and I call it 2Ifo Preſent Juſtice, becauſe though the hand of God. for-the 
przſent be never io heavy on thoſe that are his by EleQion, yet itlaſteth but a while : 
wherefore though this indce:t be called Wrath, yet it is but a Jittle Wrath, Wrath for a mo- 
ment, time or ſeaſon, Jn a itttle Wrath Thid my Face from thee foy a moment, but with ever- 
laſting kindneſs wilt | h.:ve mercy oa thee, ſaith the Lord thy Redeemer, Job 6.4. Pſal. $8, & 38.3. 
Amos 3.2. 1 Eor 1 1-30,31. lla-$4-7,8. Plal-30.5- & 103-9. 1 Pct.1.6.. 

Thus you ſee there 1s preſent Mercy and preſent Juſtice ; alſo that the Ele may be 
under preſent Juſtice, when the Reſt may be under preſent Mercy. 

Again, As there is preſent Mercy and preſent Juſtice, ſo there is Eternal Mercy and 
Eternal Juftice : And I ſay, as the Ele& may be under preſent Juſtice, when the Non- 
Ele& may be under preſent Mercy ; fothe EicQ at that time are alſo under Eternal Mercy, 
but the other under Etertial Juſtice. : 

That the EleQ are under Etcrnal Mercy, and that when under Preſent Juſtice, is cvi- 
dent fromwhat hath been {aid before, namely from their being choſen in Chriſt before 
the foundation of the World ; as alſo from the conſideration of their found Converſion, 
and ſafe Preſervation quite throngh this wicked Warld, even ſafe unto Eternal Life ; as 
he alſo ſaith by the Prophet Jeremiah, Tea I bave Loved thee with an Everleſiing Love, there- 
fore with Loving-kinaneſs have I drawn thee: And hence it is that he calieth the Ele his 
Shcep, his Children, his People, and that before Converiion ; for though none of them were 
as yet his Children by Calling, yet were they his, according to Election. Jer. 31, 3. Joh. 
10.16. & 11.5 AF.18.9,10. | 

'Now the Elett being under this Etcrnal Grace and Mercy, they muſt necds be under 
it, both before preſent Juſtice ſeizeth upon them, while it ſeizeth them, and alſo conti- 
nueth longer with them then preſent Juffice can, 1t being from Everlaſting to Everlaſtin g. 
* Chis being {, here is the reafon why no fin, nor yet Temptation of the Enemy, with 
any other Evil, can hurt or deſtroy thoſe thus Elect of God : Yea this is that which mak- 


eth even thoſe things that in themſelves are the very bane of Men, yet prove very much 


for zood to thoſe within this purpoſe ;, aud as David ſaith, 7t is good for me that 7 have been 
Aflited : and again, For when we are judged of the Lord, we are chaſtened, thet we ſhould not be 
condemned with the World. - Now AtBictions, &c. in themſelves are not only fruitleſs and 
mnprofitable, but being unſanctified, are deſtructive; 7 mote him, and be went oa frowardly : 
But now Eternal Mercy working with this or that Afiiction, makes jt profitable to the 
Choſen; 7 have ſcen bis ways, and will heal him, and wil reftore Comfort to hun. and to bis 
Atourrers ;, as he faith in another place, Bleſſed #5 the fan whom thou Chaſtiſcft, and teachef 
out of thy Law, For Ftcrnal Mercy doth not look on thoſe who are the Elect aud Choſen of 
God, as poor ſinful Creatbres only, but alſo as the Generation whom the Lord hath Bleſſed, 
in whom he hath deſigned to magnifie his Mercy to the utmoſt, by pardoning rhe Tranſ- 
greſſions of the Remnant of his Heritage z Having Predeſtinated us to the Adoption of Children 


by Jeſus Chriſt wo himſelf, wherein alſo be hath ma us accepted in the Beloved, Wherefore [ 


ſay, the Ele, as they do alſo receive that Grace and Mercy that may be ſinned away, fo 
they have that Grace and Afercy which cannot be loſt, and that fin cannot deprive them of, 
Cyen 
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even Mercy that abounds, and goeth beyond all Sin; ſuch Mercy as hath engaged the 
Powcrof £14, the Interceſſion of Chriſt, and the Communication of the Bleſſed Spirit of 
Adoption, which Spirit alſo engageth the Heart, dire&s it into the Love of God, thatit 
rhay not depart from God after that rate as the Reprobates do. I will make an Everlaſting 
Covenant with them, ſaith God, that 7 mill not turn away from them to do them good, but will 
put my fear in their heart, that they ſhall not depart from me. Rom:3.28. Pſal.119.91. 1Cor, 
11.3+,32, I[a.g7.17,19. Pial.94.12, iPet.2.9. Mic.7. 18,19. Epheſ. 1.5,6. & 5. 29, 30: 
er. 32. 40. 
But Now I fay Gods dealing with the Non-Ele@, is far otherwiſe, they being under the 
confideration of Eternal Juſtice, even then when in the enjoymeht of preſent Grace and 
Mercy : And hence it is, that as to their ſtanding before the God of Heaven, they are 
counted Dogs, and Sows, and Devils, even then when before the Ele& of God themſelves, 
they are.counted Saints and Brethren: The Dog ts returned to his own YVomnt again ; and the 
Sow that was waſhed, to her wallowing in the mixe. And the reaſon is, Becauſe notwithſtan- 
ding all their ſhew before the World, their old Nature and Corruptions do {till bear ſway 
within; which in time alſo, according to the ordinary Judgment of God, is ſuffered ſo tos 
ſhew it ſelf, that they are viſible to Saints that are Elect, as was the Caſe of Simon Magus, 
and that wicked Apoſtate 7udas, who went out from us, but they were ot of us, for if they 
had been of us, they ſhould no doubt have continued with us ; but they went out from us, that it 
1ght be manifeſt they were not all of us : They were not Elect as we, nor were they ſanQi- 
fied 2s the Elect of God themſelves; wherefore Eternal Juſtice counts them the Sons of 
Perdition, when under their Profeſſion : And Ifay, they being under this Eternal Jufttce, 


_ it muſt needs have to do with them in the midſt of their Profeſſion; and becauſe alſo it is, 


much offended with them for conniving with theirLuſts,it taketh away from them,and that 
moſt righteouſly, thoſe Gifts and Graces, Benefits and Priviledges that Preſent Mercy 
zave them ; and not only ſo, but cuts them off for their Iniquity, and layeth them under 
Wrath for ever. They hawe forſaken the right way, ſaith God ; they bave followed the way of 
Balaam the Son of Boſor Theſe are IWells without Water, Clouds that are carried away with a 
Tempeſt, Trees whoſe Fruit withercth, witbout Fruit, twice dead, plucked up by the Roots, for whom 
75 reſerved the blackneſs of Darknejs for ever: 1]John 2.19. Joln 17,12, Mat.1.12. & 25.29. 
Mark 4. 25. Luke 8. 16. 2Pet.2.5,16,17, Jude 11, 12,13. 


Theſe things thus conſidered, you ſee, 
| $ 
3, That there is Preſent Grace and Preſent Mercy, Eternal Grace and Eternal Mercy, 


_ 2. ThattheElect are ander Eternal Mercy, and that when under Preſent Juſtice ; and 
thut the Reprobate is under Eternal Juſtice, and that when under Preſent Mercy. 


/ 

3. Thus you ſeeagain, That the New-£Zte periſh by reaſon of SIN, notwithſtanding 
Preſent Aercy, becauſe of Eternal Fuſtice ;, and that the Ele@ are preſerved from the death 
(tho* they fin, and are obnoxious to the ſtrokes of Preſezt Juſtice) by reaſon of Eternal 
MERCY. Whar ſhall we ſay then * Is there Unrighteouſmeſs with God ? God forbid : 
He bath Mercy on whom He will have 24ercy, and Compaſſion on whom Fe will have Compaſſion, 
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I He Evidences of the Faith of Gods fle& : By 

the Reverend Hivine Dr. Owen. Leftro his 
Wife (in Manuſcript) for her own private Medita- 
t1on 2; She being now prevail'd upon, to make 1c Pub- 
lick; for the good of others. Price bound 1 s. 

2, Meditations and Diſconrics of the Glory of 
Chriſt,oin his Yerſon, Office, ani Grace ; with the 
Differences between Faith and Sight; Applied to 
the Uſe of them that believe, Whereunto is 4nne- 
xed a Second Part, being the Application cf -the 
fore-going Medications; I, Applied unto Unconvert- 
<d Sinners, and Sainrs under Spiritua! Decays, 2.The 
way and means of Recovery of Spiritual Neczys, an 
of obtaining freſh Springs of Grace. By the late Re- 
verend 7oby Owen, D. D. Pricebo::nd 28. 5d, 

3- Diſcourſes concerning Evangelical Love,church- 
Peace, and Unity, in Five Chapters. Chap.i. Com 
plaints of want of Love and Unity among Chriftians 3 How 
co be mangged; and whtre is the fant. Chap-2. Commen- 
dations of Love and Unity; therr Proper Objects, with 
their gevere] Rules and Meaſures of Love towards. all 
Menkind in general : Allows not Salyation unto any 
without Faith in Jeſus Chrift ; Of the Differences in Re« 
ligien as to Oncward Worſhip. Chap.3. The Nature of the 
Catholich Church, the Firft and Principal Objett of Chri- 
fans Love 3 Diſſerences among the Membirs of this Church, 
of what Nature and bow to be managed. Chap.4. ant 
of Love and Unity among Chriſtians juſtly complained of ; 
Cauſes of Diviſions and Scbiſms, 1. Miſapprebenſoons of 
EFvangtlical Unity. 2. Negjef it Churches to attend upon 
known Goſpel Duties, 3. Truſting in worldly Granduer, 
Kemaindtrs of CorruMtions, metre]; and Ignorance. 4.Re* 
medits thereof. Chaps, TheGrounds 4nd Reaſons of Non- 
conformity, &c. By Jokn Owen,D.D. Price bound 25; 

4+ An Enquiry into the Original, Nature, Power, 
Order. and communicn of Evangelical Churches; 
with the True Nature of a Goſpel-Church and its 
Goverment, wherein theſe following Particulars 
are diſtin&ly handled: i. The Subjet Matter of the ' 
Church, 2, The Formal Cauſe of a Particular Church. 
3. Of the Polity, Rule and Diſcipline, of the Church 
zn general, 4. Toe Offictrs of the Church. $5. The Duty 
of Paſtors of Chuychts. 6. Tot Offi:t of Teachers in the 
Church, 7. Of the Rule of the Church, or of Ruling 
Elders. g. The Nature of Church-Polity or Rule, with- 
abe Duty of Eldeys. g. Of Deacons, lo. Of 'Excom- 
Munication, 11. Of the Communion. of Churches, By 
John Owen, D. D. Where you may be ſupplied 
with moſt of Dr. Owen's Writings. | 

5. The Works of that Eminent Servantof Chriſt, 
Nr. Jobs Bunyas, 1n a large Volume 1n Follo, Price 

bound 14 $- 

6. Difference. in Judgment abour Water-Zaptiſm, 

by Jobs B»nyan. Price bound I 5, 
7.. You may likewiſe be ſupplied with moſt of 
Mr, Bunyen's Books, at the places above-mentioned. 
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BOOKS lately Printed and Sold byWilliam-Marſhal, at the Bible # Newgate-ſtreet, and Joha 
.- Marſhal, at t»e Bible in Grace-Church-ſtreet, near Cornhil, 


Farve; Or, 4 compendions Spel- 


ling. Book, to be uſed as. foon as CHidren know 
their Letters; by the help of whitch in a very 


| ſhore time, children, may be able ro divide an4 


read the hardeſf words; and the Rules may help 
tliofe that: are of a better capacity. Price 2 d, 

9. A Letter proving the- Promiſes of God to be 
fulfilled. Directed to a Clergy-Man. Price 1d. 

1D. The Lords Day to*be kept Holy , aſſerted 
in a Conference between two Friends; Price x 4, 

Ii. A New Methodized concordance, fitted for 
Fami:jes, Price 6 d, 

12, A frelh Memorial of the Kinzdom of chriſt, 
By Mr. Beverly, Price 64, You may. be ſupplicd 
with moft of his Books ; With a.caralogue of all big 
Books that have been lately Printed, Grgtz. 

I 3. Tackenzs's Chimiſtry, Tranſlated into Engliſh, 
Price bound 5 $. | | | 

I4- The Young Mans Guide for Dras ing, Limgs 
ing and Erching, Price 15. 

' 15. A Diſcourſe, bejng the Sabſtance of ſeveral 
Sermons. on the Sacrament of the Lords Supper, 
wherein the true Spiritual N4ture thereof is Opens 
ed and Unfolded-;. Shewing aid in what ſenſe it is 
that Believers do cat and !:ink the gody and Blood 
of chriſt; with Exhortations ro eome to that Or« 
dinance 3 and ſeveral Direttions, in order to a cons 
ſtant, habitual, and a&tual Preparation for it. By 
T7. Beverly. Price 6 4. 

16. Cook's Marrow of Surgery, Anatomy and-Phy. 
fick.. Price bound 6's. 

17. Cook's Sele&t Obſervations of Engliſh Bodies of 
Eminent Perſons in deſperate Diſeaſes ; with Dire- 
Rions for Drinking of Bath-Waters, Price bound 2 5, 

18, The childs Delight: Containing a Scriptural 
Catechiſm, with many other things, both pleaſant 
and a!fo uſeful for the Chriſtian Education of Youth, 
With Dire&ions for writing of Letters to: Parents, 
and caſting Accompts, Fitted for the uſe of Schools, 
and yery uſeful for all Familics.. Price bound 6 d, 

19. Noxcote of Believers Baptiſm, Price bound 6d. 

20, 4 Guide to Church- Fellowſhip and Order, ac- 
cording tothe Goſpel-Inſtitution, By Joby Ower,D.D, 
Price bound 6 d. 

21. A Treatiſe of Zelievers Baptiſm, wherein thae 
of- Believers and that of Infants, 1s Examined by the 
Scriptures; with the Hiftory of chriltianity amongſt 
the antient Rriteins and Waldenſes; The ſecond Edi. 
rion, with large Additions. By Henry Þ' Anvers, Price 
bound 2 s._ 

22. Truth and Innocency Vindicated, by Hegry 
D' Anvers. Price bannd i $. 6d. : 

23+ Dr. Criſp's Works compleat, 

24, Chriſt made Sin: In Vindation of Dr, Criſps 
Works. By Samel Criſp Eſq; Price bound 2 5s. 6d. 

. 25- Several other Authors in Vindication of Dr, 
eriſp's Works : By Eſquire Edwards, Dr,chancy, Mr. 


